SHIURIM on CHUMASH

Rabbi Yisroel Reisman’s Weekly Chumash Shiurim
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Rabbi Reisman — Parshas Shoftim 5785
1 — Topic — (2°wj; 17-737° ¥)

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Shoftim, and are well underway in our avodah of the month
of Elul. If you're not underway, you better get moving quickly, because the month of Elul goes
past very, very rapidly. And it's time really to buckle down and take it seriously. Chodesh Elul is
a chodesh shel aliyah, a potential aliyah for one and all. And so, let me share with you some
thoughts on Parshas Shoftim.

In Parshas Shoftim, we find the issurim of a melech, as is found in 17:17 (2>} 1%-127° X?)). We're
told that a king is not allowed to have multiple women, and the pasuk says a reason: (1127 7102 X?)),
it may affect his decision-making, it may affect his heart, so to speak. And (1227 210> X?)), therefore
you're not allowed to be marbeh nashim. As you all know, Shlomo Hamelech was nichshal in this.
Shlomo Hamelech said, (7908 8?1 727K °IR). I'll be marbeh, I'll take extra women, and it will not
affect me. That's what he said. The Gemara says this on Sanhedrin 21b (17 lines from the bottom).
The question is, how Shlomo Hamelech can make such a mistake? Shlomo Hamelech was
chochom mikol odom, he was the wisest of human beings. And he apparently made some type of
a cheshbon hanefesh that (790X &1 729X "1X), that I can do it. He did the same thing with horses, he
did the same thing with finances, and he was wrong in all of them. So, okay, pashtus, he made a
mistake.

We find a similar idea in Maseches Shabbos 12b (16 lines from the bottom). (V2R 2 PXynw» ')
knew that Chazal assured, they forbade reading 1'or haner, when you learn alone, not to read by
the light of a ner because you may come to adjust the ner, to improve your reading. And it's very
fascinating that the Gemara there says a very similar lashon: (7oX 8?1 XpR °1X). He said, I will read
and I will not touch the ner. Very similar to (MoK X1 7727 °1X) of Shlomo Hamelech. Interesting.
And he stumbled. Either he almost changed the ner or he did change the ner, and he stumbled.
Very, very similar idea. He didn't learn from Shlomo Hamelech.

Rav Ahron has a biur in Shlomo Hamelech and he says something very yesodistik. He says,
Shlomo Hamelech did not make a mistake. He knew his koichos, he knew his energy, he knew his
spiritual energy. And he knew he was a bar hachi. He was someone on a level to be able to say
that he will not come to make a mistake just because he takes multiple women. That's what Shlomo
Hamelech knew.

What was his mistake? His mistake was something totally different. And that is a concept, that
once the Torah is koveya that there is a chashash, there is a likelihood, that if someone is going to
do this, this will be the result, the metzius changed. Since the Torah is choishesh and says ( X2
7102), so mimayla it became that way. It became such a metzius, histakel be'Oraisa U’borei alma.



And that was his mistake. His mistake was not realizing this great yesod, that once the Torah is
koveya a chashash, it becomes a true chashash, that was the mistake.

It's somewhat similar to the Chazon Ish who writes in Emunah u'Bitachon that a dayan b'Yisroel,
it's really not appropriate to think that if someone gives him money, that'll affect his psak, how
he's going to pasken. A person who is a member of the Sanhedrin, a person who is a member of
the greatest learners and tzaddikim b'klal Yisroel, money would never get him to change his psak.
But once the Torah said in 16:19, (2°»217 °3°y M¥° 70%5 °2), it creates such a metzius, a chashash, it
creates a poison that shochad can be y'aver einei chachamim. This is Rav Ahron's idea.

Now the question becomes, why didn't Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha learn from the experience of
Shlomo Hamelech, that you can't just say, "I'll do it and nothing will happen"? So, in the sefer of
the Shiurim of Reb Eliyahu Boruch on Devarim, he adds a wonderful kneitch. He says Rabbi
Yishmael knew that Shlomo Hamelech made a mistake. He said the Torah is koveya, that if you
take multiple women, that something is going to happen as a result. And he learned that from
Shlomo HaMelech. But by a gezaira derabbanan, when the rabbanan were choshesh for something,
who says that that's going to change the metzius hadvarim? Maybe Rabbi Yishmael knew he's
great enough not to stumble and to touch a ner, chas veshalom. And there he made the mistake.
He made the mistake because even when the rabbanan make a gezeira, or when they have a
chashash, it creates that sort of poison that if a person does read 1'or haner, he's likely to be mateh.
He's likely to change.

As a matter of fact, if you look in the Gemara, after Reb Yishmael made this mistake, his response
was (DR PIw 2°Mo1 127 2°9173 7nd), that how great are the chachamim because they said that
(737 XY X7p° R9). What does it mean (2°%217 127 2°173 712)? It means he had now come to this
realization that when the Chazal are choshesh for something, that it's real. It becomes real, it
becomes a real chashash.

It's very important because there are takanos derabbanan, there are gzeiros derabbanan, that
sometimes people take lightly, the issur of yichud, for example. Someone's meyached, does that
mean it's going to come chas veshalom to something no good? Now the truth is that yichud is assur
in any event. But the idea that people have, that certain harchakos with nashim it's not a real
chashash, they were too extreme. They weren't too extreme. These things, they do happen. And
the idea that when Chazal were choshesh for something, you have to take it seriously. That idea is
an idea that's sort of the lesson of the story of first Shlomo HaMelech on a d'oraysa and then Reb
Yishmael on a derabbanan.

2 — Topic — (7% K91 ,7/8 WIN-TWK)

Let's move on to a second thought here in the parsha. We find that when you go to war, there are
three potential exemptions to going to war. And of course they were as is found in 20:7 ( ¥IR-WY
AnR? X9 ,7WR). Someone who is marrying a woman, did eirusin, the woman's already an eishes
ish, and they're going to finish their marriage. Or (1337 X?) W77-n°2 732 WX), or ( X?),072 Y0I-WR
99m). A wife, a home, a kerem, when these things are in process, so a person doesn't go to do
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The Gur Aryeh, the Maharal in his peirush on Rashi, says an extraordinary thing. He says that
these three items, marriage, building a home, and building what's essentially a business, nota



kerem, a business of a vineyard, these things are themselves mekatrigim. They themselves are
things that bring a person I'yedei sakana. Meaning to say, that when a person is in a moment of
extraordinary hatzlacha in his life, he's come to a milestone in his life, a person is in danger,
because he has to take it seriously. He has to appreciate what Hakadosh Baruch Hu has given him
and be ready to reciprocate, be ready to behave in the way that someone does when Hakadosh
Baruch Hu does acts of kindness to him. And that is absolutely necessary. And therefore it's a
sha'as sakana on these three things.

As a matter of fact, he points out that these are exactly the three things, the major parts of a life,
that the Gemara (Sotah 2a, 11 lines from the bottom) says, ( NXXY 27 N2 7937 DX° 07 O D°YIIN
nMRY), the bas kol says (11257 1795 77w "125% "195 nN°2 "199% 195 n1). These three things. Bas
ploni, marriage, bayis ploni, a new home, sadeh ploni, a person's parnasa, agricultural parnasa.
These are major events in a person's life. And therefore, a person has to respond to them very
appropriately.

I've mentioned in the past that my father alav hashalom had this type of behavior. My father was
a working man, he had sedarim, but he looked to thank Hakadosh Baruch Hu when something
major happened. He didn't talk about it. However, the morning after I got married, my father came
to be my shomer to go to Shachris. And at Shachris, | saw he was wearing Rabbeinu Tam tefillin.
I said, tatty, you wear Rabbeinu Tam tefillin? He said, no, I never did. This is my first day. I said
Hakadosh Baruch Hu allowed me to marry off a child, and I shouldn't do something for him?

That's what the Gur Aryeh is talking about. When a person comes to a part of life, major, marriage,
zocheh to a home, or zocheh to a parnasa, the parnasa happens to be the sadeh ploni I'ploni or the
kerem, a person is in danger. He's in danger of not behaving appropriately towards that which
Hakadosh Baruch Hu has given him. And in that, we need to learn from the parashah. We learn
from the parashah to try in our own relatively small way to be able to respond to the tovah of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and in that way to deserve a continuation of tovah, a hemshech of tovah,
always to have that tovah of Hashem. So, one thought on (2%} 19-1727° X?)), one thought on (-¥'x
AoRY N9 ,IER 0IK).

3 — Topic — Upsherin and Orlah

A quick nekudah. In this week's parashah, we have the pasuk in 20:19 (773 vy o787 °2) that
compares a man to a tree. The context of the pasuk is the context of the pasuk, but outside of that,
there are gedolei Yisrael who saw in it a significance and a mashal of a person to a tree in many
ways, not to go into it at length. However, one of the things is the idea of an upsherin. The idea of
an upsherin comes that a person's like a tree that has three years of orlah, and subsequent to that,
we cut the fruits, we harvest the fruits, so too with the hair of a child. Now, there is no early source
for that, but [ do want to mention that in halachah there is a similarity, there's a similar source.

In Yoreh Deah siman reish mem hei, the Rama says that when a child turns three, you should start
teaching him divrei Torah, you should start teaching him how to read the aleph beis, how to say
divrei Torah. On that, the Taz says, dumyah I'orlah. He says the same thing as a person like a tree,
and just like orlah, when you hit three, you have to be makdish it kodesh I'Hashem. And so too
here when he's three.



Now to be sure, the Gra argues. The Gra says on this Rama, he doesn't know what the Rama is
talking about. The Gemara says misheyachal 1'daber, when a child knows how to speak you teach
him Torah tziva lanu Moshe, not three, it's misheyachal 1'daber. That's the shtarke kashya of the
Gra. But not taking away from that, there is something of a source for the three year age in order
for a person to become connected, so to speak, closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to be kodesh like
the end of the orlah period.

There is an additional source, and that is in Shaarei Teshuvah, hilchos tzitzis, I believe it's siman
yud beis, maybe siman yud daled. I think it's siman yud beis, beis, where he says to put tzitzis on
a child from the age of three. And the reason is again, because dumyah to adam eitz hasadeh,
dumyah to the tree of an orlah. Now in what way is that significant, why would a person be like a
tree? Alright, that's for a different discussion, a different time. My point is that you do have these
two mekoros.

And with that, I want to wish everybody an absolutely wonderful, meaningful Shabbos and
Chodesh Elul. May Hakadosh Baruch Hu grant us the zechus of feeling the month of Elul and
feeling a hiskarvus to him b'ezras Hashem. A guten Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman — Parshas Shoftim 5784
1 — Topic — Appreciating the Pnimiyus of Torah

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Shoftim. I want to excuse myself before we begin. During my
trip to Eretz Yisrael, I was not able and sometimes just not ready to give the shiur. It's hard to
believe a week ago at this time [ was in the airport and not able to give the shiur. I wish I was there,
and please excuse me. As it is, we prepare here in the Chodesh Elul in Chutz La'aretz. We're
preparing for Parshas Shoftim. Let me share with you a couple of thoughts from the Parsha.

It says in the Parsha that a king has certain mitzvos of a king. One of the mitzvos of a king is to
write a Sefer Torah. 17:19 (120 "2°-72 12 X7P7 ,1y 70°71). He has to have the Sefer Torah with him,
and he has to constantly be referring to it, reading from it. There's a technical problem with the
Posuk. (32y 7n7)) 1s Lashon Nekaivah and (32 X7p1) Lashon Zachar. It needs an explanation.

Later in Parashat Nitzavim, Rashi is bothered by the fact that sometimes it says, Sefer Torah
Hazeh, and sometimes it says, Sefer Torah Hazos, why sometimes Zachar, sometimes Nekaivah?
So Rashi says a very Pshat-based answer that Sefer Torah means a Torah scroll. When you're
referring to Sefer, the Torah scroll, Sefer is Lashon Zachar, and it says (i2). When the Posuk is
referring to the Sefer Torah, to the contents of the Sefer Torah, the Musag, the idea, the Mitzvos,
the Kedushah of a Sefer Torah, then the word goes on Torah. Torah is Lashon Nekaivah, and then
it says Sefer Torah Hazos.

Sefer Torah Hazeh means the physical scroll, Sefer Torah Hazos means the essence of the Torah.
Coming back to our Parsha, (12 X739)) .(»21 »°-22 12 X7p) ,iny 17n°7)) is Lashon Zachar. You read,
you have to read from a physical Torah scroll. (i2 X7p]) means the Sefer, the scroll, the Torah
scroll, (20 »-72 12 X7P)), tov me'od. (72y D)), it doesn't say V'haya Imo. V'haya Imo would
mean he's got to have a Sefer Torah with him, he has to have the scroll with him.



People carry things with them for symbolic reasons, for memorable reasons, Chas V'shalom. Now,
the Melech may be Yotzei, if he carries the Sefer Torah with him, but that's not the idea. ( 707
iny) means the Kedushah of the Torah, the Pnimiyus of the Torah, the message of the Torah, the
Musag of the Torah. The Torah is Megaleh to us, that when we tell the king to have a Sefer Torah
with him all the time, it's not that he has to have this physical item with him all the time. I mean,
it is that he has to have the physical item, but that's not the idea. The idea is (i2¥ 7n71), she should
be with him, the Torah, the Musag of Torah should be with him. The physical item is with him
because he has to look at it and see the Musag, the idea, the Pnimiyus of the Sefer Torah. The
Chitzonios of the Sefer Torah, it's the parchment and the ink. The Pnimiyus of the Sefer Torah is
what it represents, what it contains, what it has.

Even today, there are people who look at the Sefer Torah, and some people see the scroll, and
some people see the Kedusha Shebo, what's in it. The Gemara says, Hanei Tipshoi, there are
foolish people that Kaimi Mikamei Sefer Torah. They stand up in front of a Sefer Torah, and they
don't stand up in front of a Gadol Hador, in front of a Talmid Chacham.

Why are they fools? Because they look at a Sefer Torah, they see the parchment of it, they're
standing up for the parchment. All right, you believe, you stand up for it, you stand up for it. That's
not what the Ribono Shel Olam is looking for, he's not looking for you to see parchment of a Sefer
Torah. He's looking for you to see the Musag of Torah, the idea of Torah, the Pnimiyus of Torah,
the incredible essence of the whole Briya of the Torah.

So fools, they stand up for a Sefer Torah for the parchment, they don't stand up for the Musag of
Torah. Rav Pam used to say that when a Sefer falls on a floor, Yidden pick it up and there are two
Minhagim, some Yidden give it a kiss. The prevalent Minhag, if a Sefer falls on the floor, you give
it a kiss. Rav Pam said there are others, they pick up the Sefer, and they open it, they learn two
lines. There are two ways of picking up Torah and looking at it. A Sefer falls on the floor, a
Chumash, a Gemara, you pick it up, the Chitzoniyus Shebo was embarrassed, you give it a kiss.
It's a very Chitzonistic way of looking at it.

But a Ben Aliyah looks at a Sefer on the floor, and he sees that there are Divrei Torah on the floor.
The Pnimiyus of the Torah on the floor. Ah, such a person. When he picks up the Torah, and he
wants to, so to speak, be Mefa’yeis it, what does he do? He opens it up, and he learns, he's
Mechabed the Torah, not the parchment alone, but the Torah itself. And therefore, we have to train
ourselves, that when we see a Sefer, when we see Divrei Torah, we should have an appreciation
for the Pnimiyus of Torah, the idea of Torah, the Musag of Torah.

Rav Pam always taught us to see the Pnimiyus of people, the Pnimiyus of Devarim Sheba'kodesh.
There is a Minhag brought in the Rama, I believe it is, the Siman Kuf Lamed Daled, that when
they do Hagbah, you say, V'zos HaTorah Asher Sam Moshe Lifnei B'nei Yisrael. You say the
Posuk, V'zos HaTorah. Some people have the Minhag to point at it, either with the pinky or with
the forefinger. Mishnah Berurah says you should only do it if you see the letters of the Torah. You
see the outside of the Sefer, you see the parchment, he says, then you don't say V'zos HaTorah.
Interesting. Why? You know it's a Torah. You have to see the letters? You just Lained from it, you
know exactly what's in it.

What in the world, why do you have to see on the inside? The answer is V'zos HaTorah. You're
not standing up and being Mechabed the piece of parchment. You have to be Mechabed. But that's



not the reason you're standing up. You’re standing up because of the essence of Torah, the inside
of Torah, the Musag of Torah, the Lashon Nekaivah of Torah, the V’zos HaTorah, the inside. Don't
point to the Klaf. Point to the letters of the Sefer Torah and say V’zos HaTorah. This is an important
message when you come to Chodesh Elul. Understand that there's Chitzoniyus of Torah and
Pnimiyus of Torah.

You know what is interesting, the Minhag is, people stand up for Sifrei Torah and not for Talmidai
Chachamim. For Talmidai Chachamim, they move themselves a little, the good ones. Nobody does
that for a Sefer Torah. L’ mayseh, we're M'goshemdika people. The Minhag is, people say V’zos
HaTorah and whatever they see, they see and whatever they don't see, they just say it. They don't
realize that it's Kosher, it's tied to seeing the Pnimiyus of Torah. And it's an important idea, a
Musag to understand, especially at this time of the year. See, the Pnimiyus to appreciate the
Pnimiyus of Torah.

2 — Topic — The way Chazal look at Klal Yisrael

Let me move to a second idea. We have the Parsha of Eglah Arufah. There is a Daas Zekainim
M’baalei Tosafos that says an incredible thing. So in the Ta'amei haMitzvah of Eglah Arufah, he
says an incredible thing. He says that the reason, at least one of the reasons, for Eglah Arufah is
because we're afraid there's an Agunah out there. This man who we found murdered has a wife,
and the wife doesn't know where he is. She's not going to be able to remarry. We're going to find
the body and bury it. What are we going to do next? So the Torah says we found a body, make a
fuss, call people together, and measure the city and bring an Eglah Arufah. Make a big fuss over
it. What is going to end up happening is that people are going to see it. People are going to have
identification of the Meis. People are going to get the word back to the Agunah that she can
remarry. That is one of the Ta'amei haMitzvah of Eglah Arufah. We go out of our way to make
sure that she has a Heter. A very good thing.

You know the Chazal bent over backwards to try to find her Heterim. It's interesting, though, that
they Assured, the Mayim She'en Lahem Sof. If a man gets lost, he goes out in a boat into the ocean,
Mayim She'en Lahem Sof, the open ocean. He doesn't come back. Even 10 years he doesn't come
back. The woman's not allowed to remarry. Even though the overwhelming majority, the
overwhelming Rov, is that the husband is not alive. Still, Chazal made a Gezeirah D’rabbanan,
you're not allowed to remarry. Chazal did say, in I believe Kuf Chaf Aleph in Yevamot, in the
Shulchan Aruch, in Siman Yud Zayin, in the Halachot of Agunah, that, I believe in S’if Lamed
Daled, that if she remarries, she doesn't have to go out.

Now if she marries without knowing it's Assur. If the husband got lost in Mayim She'en Lahem
Sof and she remarried, she doesn't have to go out. Mimah Nafshach, why were Chazal so Machmir
in Mayim She'en Lahem Sof? And if they were machmir, why Lechatchila and not B’dieved?

Reb Yehoshua Leib Diskin has a Moradik idea on this. And he explains in general why Chazal
was sometimes Choshesh for a Mi'ut, that's maybe Motzi, maybe not Motzi, but Choshesh for a
small possibility. He says the following. He says there's such a thing as a Mabit haTziburi. There's
a way of Chazal looking at Klal Yisrael and seeing the Tzibur of Klal Yisrael, seeing the needs of
the multitudes of Klal Yisrael. And a lot of times they were Choshesh for a small Mi'ut.



I'll give you a Mashal. I once had one of the young couples here in Yeshiva, went to their
gynecologist and he scared them. He had done an amniocentesis. He had done a genetic test and
he scared them. He said, you know, there's a marker and it's a chance, a very slight chance, but the
baby may have such and such a problem. It frightened them. I looked into it. The odds were maybe
1% that there would be a problem. Made no sense to scare them over a 1% possibility. So I spoke
to the doctor.

I asked the doctor. I said, it's a one in a hundred chance that this is going to be a problem. Why do
you have to frighten them? He said, because I have a hundred patients that have that marker. One
of them, it's going to be a problem, and they're going to complain why I didn't say anything. That
idea, whether it's right or not to scare people with such a Cheshbon, it's not the message today.

But the idea of Mabit haTziburi is this. A man gets lost in Mayim She'en Lahem Sof. The odds are
99 out of a hundred that he died. One in a hundred, maybe one in a thousand. But it's going to
happen a thousand times. They are going to be Mamzerim through no fault of their own. The
mother's going to remarry and they'll cause problems. The Mabit haTziburi means the looking at
it for the sake of the Tzibur of Klal Yisrael. For the Tzibur of Klal Yisrael, Chazal understood to
be Matir.

If she wasn't aware of the Issur and she married, we'd let her stay married. Because really M’ikar
Hadin it's okay. We're not going to have thousands of people that get married this way. And
therefore, when an exception happens, we do it. Mashe'enke'in by the Halacha itself, we can't
chance it. We can't take a chance.

I remember I had heard this. It was published actually in a journal, this Reb Yehoshua Leib Diskin.
I told this over to Rabbi Yechiel Perr, Zeicher Tzaddik Livracha. He said, oh, now we understand.
Chazal will be Choshesh by Sakanah for a small, small chance. All right, Pashtus, we learned that
life is so dear to Klal Yisrael that we are Choshesh for a small, small chance. But now you
understand the idea, Mabit haTziburi, we understand. It's going to happen to 100, 200, 300 people
that have this issue. And one of them is going to be a major issue. So therefore, we are Choshesh
across the board. Mabit haTziburi, looking at Klal Yisrael and worrying about the Tzibur.

And so, two wonderful thoughts. One, about looking ahead and understanding, appreciating, the
Pnimiyus of Torah. And the other, the way Chazal looked at Klal Yisrael, and looked at Klal
Yisrael with such an Ois’kook, that we have to make sure that nothing goes wrong.

And with that, I want to wish everybody an absolutely wonderful, delightful, extraordinary
Shabbos Chodesh Elul. Don't forget, it's Elul, Shabbos afternoon. Make believe Mincha is 4:30,
like it is in the winter, go to shul for the 4:30 Mincha. And what do you know, the 4:30 Mincha
didn't start yet. So you'll learn until Mincha. There'll be a little bit of time. But why not? Just
pretend it's the winter and Chap’a’Rein. And with that extraordinary message, I want to wish
everybody an extraordinarily wonderful Shabbos a meaningful Shabbos and Gut Gebenched Yar.



Rabbi Reisman — Parshas Shoftim 5783
Topic — Elul & Eretz Yisrael

As I speak to you on this first day of Rosh Chodesh Elul as we prepare for Shabbos Parshas
Shoftim. On Tuesday I was still in Eretz Yisrael, and I was talking to one of the Bochurim there.
In Eretz Yisrael there is a stronger Hergish of Rosh Chodesh Elul, of the Zman of Elul beginning.
I told him that in America Rosh Chodesh Elul doesn’t start until Erev Rosh Hashana. He looked
at me incredulously. This Bochur told me that he is in Chevron Yeshiva. He said Elul is too tense
and it gets him so nervous. Every day one of the Roshei Yeshiva speaks about the meaning of Elul.
I explained to him that here people because of the calendar are still vacationing, making BBQ’s,
wearing polo shirts and caps, and Elul just doesn’t get started. But as a thinking person though, we
have to start to realize that it is Elul. Elul is really a time of growth, a time of opportunity for
everybody. We don’t want to really be left behind.

How does a person know if his Elul is meaningful, how does a person know in life whether what
he is accomplishing is meaningful? The Chovos Halevavos in the Shaar Yichud Hamaiseh, Perek
Hei, writes a rule. Kol Me She’ain Lo Tosafos Ain Lo Ikkar. Someone who doesn’t add to his
Avodas Hashem has no root. Rooted things grow. Things that are rooted in something that gives
it sustenance grow from what they are.

A wooden bench on the ground doesn’t grow. A tree on the same ground which is also made of
wood, grows because it is rooted. In Elul we have to look to grow, to do more, to add in a pleasant
way to our Avodas Hashem.

In this week’s Parsha, Parshas Shoftim, the Posuk says in 17:10 (77 173 q¢/& 1273 *9-%¥ ,0°w)).
This is the source for the idea of Daas Torah, of a person who is Paskening in Klal Yisrael and
taking responsibility for the things that he says and Klal Yisrael being able to accept and follow
the Psak of the Sanhedrin and the Batei Dinim, of those who are also responsible for Psak in Klal
Yisrael. ( 7379 WK 992 ,niwy? naw) ;0107 0 WK LRI QipRa-1n LT 178 WK 1270 °9-9Y .00 Y)).

In the Hakdama of the Shev Shmaitsa, he writes that this was the Taina of the Malachim to
HKB”H. Why are You giving Torah to Bnei Adam. They knew that the Mitzvas Hatorah are
connected to people. But the idea that people could issue a Psak in Halacha and that becomes
Torah, to them that was an incredible Chiddush.

Zagt the Shev Shmaitsa that is what we have. We have the ability to devote ourselves totally to
Torah, to spending years and have the Shimush to be able to know how to deal with the Halacha
L’mayseh of Torah and to be able to Pasken.

The Gemara says in Avodah Zorah 28b (11 lines from the bottom) that there was a dispute. ( 27
nawa Ry Hnon? X aMT). Rav Yehuda permitted putting certain medication into the eye on
Shabbos. He said this disease is a danger, a Sakana of Pikuach Nefashos. (777 72 2X1nw 27) said
Assur. He disagreed. He said it is not a Sakana. The Gemara brings an incident where ( PRw 29
771 72) became ill with this very eye disease. He sent a message to (77717 27) asking can | put on
this medication on Shabbos? (7717 27) replied to him that (> ¥"2% 7% n%w) for the whole world
it is Muttar because I hold that you are allowed to put on this medication. (7°oX 77°72) You
Paskened that it is not a Sakana, so for you it is Assur.



The question is, what are you talking about? Rav Yehuda holds that it is a Sakana because of
Pikuach Nefashos. He is punishing somebody for disagreeing with him? If his Shittah is that it is
Pikuach Nefashos, then he has to tell (777> 72 PXmw 27) for you it is Muttar.

From here we see a Chiddush says the Steipler. That the Halacha is Paskened ( W% 77in5 8-5
7177°), for everyone else it is a Sakana. You are a Posek in Klal Yisrael and you Paskened that it is
not a Sakana, for you it is not a Sakana. HKB”H runs the world according to the Psak of the
individual Poskei Halacha.

It is known that Rav Chaim Volozhiner told someone with a lung disease to stay in his city and
never move out. Why? Because that particular lung disease is a Machlokes in Hilchos Treifos if it
is something that causes death or not. The Shaagas Aryeh Paskened that it is not a Treifa. This
man lived in the city of the Shaagas Aryeh. As long as you stay there in your city the Psak is that
it is not a Treifa and by a human being too it is not something that will kill. But don’t move away.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky brings that he once asked the Steipler the following question and this is the
most incredible application of this Yesod. He said there is a Machlokes in Rosh Hashana 16a when
people are judged. The Mishna there says (7X12an7 ¥ no92). That on Pesach the world is judged
L’gabei the wheat. There are others who disagree. There are those who say a7X) ,(21 932 N7°1 07X)
(7vw 952 171, There are those who say that the Psak on everything is on Rosh Hashana. It is a
Machlokes.

The Gemara brings in Berachos 18b (18 lines from the top) (71X 7°012 Awyn). An individual who
for whatever reason had run from someone chasing him (happened to be his wife), and hid in the
(Mn2apa n°2). While he was there, he heard the Neshama of two young girls speaking. They said,
let us go up to the Kisei Hakavod and hear what the judgement is on this coming year’s wheat. So
we see that there is a Psak on Rosh Hashana. Especially it says over there that it was on Rosh
Hashana but certainly not (21° 32 117°1 07R). We see that there is one judgment for the year on Rosh
Hashana. So why don’t we Pasken based on that? This is what Rav Chaim said was asked of the
Steipler.

The Steipler answered that it says there in the Meforshei HaGemara that that Man D’amara held
like Rav Yehuda in the version that the Chosid was himself Rav Yehuda. He held like Rav Yehuda.
Therefore, Rav Yehuda held that the Psak was on that day.

Freigt Rav Chaim, there is only one Psak in Shamayim, what is the difference who it is. We see
the facts that this is the Psak? The Steipler told him no. Even in Shamayim, somehow it is like an
alternative universe. There is a place where the Psak is once a year and there is a place where the
Psak is every day. Because (7371 WX 77ing °8-%Y) is a Psak Halacha. A Psak Halacha which you
follow of a person who is Ro’i L hora’a, then you are safe. That is the Chiddush here in Parshas
Shoftim of (7371 Y& 7717 °9-7Y).

As we know from Micha 4:2 (77in X¥n 79°%7% °32). The seat of Torah from the time of the Beis
Hamikdash was in Eretz Yisrael, the Poskei Hatorah are in Eretz Yisrael and it is returning to Eretz
Yisrael.



I would like to share with you an insight, a Hergish that I had when I left Eretz Yisrael. I was on
the plane leaving and this is the thought that came to me. It seems to me that Yerushalayim the
holy city is elusive. What do I mean that it is elusive?

It is an incredible history of Yerushalayim. When Avraham Avinu is sent to Har Hamoriah he was
not told the place 22:2 ( PR MR WK 077 IOR 2Y ,A9Y% .0 1YD) ;AR YRR L32-79)). He
wasn’t sure where it was until he saw it with his own eyes. As Rashi says on ,(pin--0ipna-ng 872)
(37 29 R 1Y %)

When Yaakov Avinu left his father’s house, he slept on Har Hamoriah, what was to be
Yerushalayim. He didn’t even realize it. He didn’t even see an (177 ¥ wp 1v). It was like
Yerushalayim was hiding from people. An incredible thing.

When Klal Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael, for the first 400 years they knew there is a place (-7%
717 02 WK L,aip»a). They didn’t know where it was. For some reason they didn’t know that
Yerushalayim is the chosen city. Incredible. They had the greatest Gedolim and it was not revealed
to them (7737 ¥ "R 13v), where the mountain is.

Finally Shlomo Hamelech builds a Beis Hamidash. Dovid and Shmuel reveal its location and a
generation later 10 of the 12 Shevatim are cut away from visiting Yerushalayim. Again it is elusive
to the overwhelming majority of Jews, of Klal Yisrael. It is an incredible thing. It has been that
way throughout our history. Yerushalayim has been inaccessible for so much of the time that Klal
Yisrael was there.

The Ramban as you know, when he arrived, said there was no Minyan in Yerushalayim. Rav
Ovadia Bartenura who visited the city in 1488, said he found 70 Jews in Yerushalayim. It is
incredible that even after the Shoah, even after the Churban Europe when Yidden returned to Eretz
Yisrael from 1948 — 1967 Yerushalayim was inaccessible. The Kosel was not accessible. Again,
the same pattern that we see.

Even from 1967 until today, we are proud to be in Yerushalayim. However, the majority of the
geography of the old city and the immediate area around the old city is still not accessible, it is not
a place where Jews go. Jews can go there, but for the most part Jews don’t go there. So much of
Yerushalayim is cut off from us. Certainly those of us in Galus, it seems could it be that the answer
to the mystery of Yerushalayim is that HKB”’H wants Hishtokekus, he wants the desire. When we
Daven (2Wn 212 77V 2°9017°9)) we should not settle for half prizes. We shouldn’t settle for
compromises.

Today, Baruch Hashem we have much of Yerushalayim, but look at the map of the old city, the
Arab Quarter Jews sometimes go but for the most part is not a place of Jewish habitation, not a
place of Torah. It is still cut away from us, it is still not accessible, it is still not a place the majority
of the old city. Are we going to take and settle to be happy with what HKB”H has given us, we
are happy with what HKB”H has given us. But the Hishtokekus when we Daven ( 77°y 2220379
WA o7»12) has to be a strong desire, bearing in mind that this is the way it has always been that
the Hishtokekus, the desire for Artzeinu Hakedosha is something which is very basic to our
Neshamos, basic to our desire, basic to our Ratzon to be able to be in the Makom Hakodesh. The
whole Galus of Klal Yisrael, the whole exile of Klal Yisrael, it is all a desire to be there, to be
Mishtokek to be there.
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And so, we are not there. We aren’t there for whatever reason, but the Hishtokekus has to be a
strong Hishtokekus. A certain desire, a Ratzon to be there and a Ratzon to be able to feel the
Kedusha of Eretz Yisrael.

There is a Malbim in the beginning of Sefer Ezra. In the beginning of Sefer Ezra it says that when
Klal Yisrael returned to Eretz Yisrael they went to Yerushalayim and as it says in 2:1 (12
Y9 UOR L7 29YY). The Jews didn’t settle in Yerushalayim in the time of Ezra and
Nechemiah. In Nechemiah we find that they did a Gorel to get people to live in Yerushalayim.
Why? Because everyone had free land. They had the land that was their Cheilek Nachala in Eretz
Yisrael. They didn’t go necessarily to Yerushalayim.

But the Posuk says (3211) when they returned they went (195 ¥R ,7737°) 272¥17°7). So what does
it mean (777" 7Y17°7)? Rashi has a hard time with this. Secondly, what does it mean, they went
(I°y% ©R)? The Malbim says everyone who went to Eretz Yisrael went Derech Yerushalayim.
Everyone understood that the Shefa of Ruchnios is in the Ir Hakodesh. When people came to Eretz
Yisrael after being away for 70 years, they first went there to feel a Hishtokekus.

Getting back to that with which we began. The Chovos Halevavos said how do you know if your
Avoda is a real Avoda. It says somebody who has no addition, no Hosafa in his Avodas Hashem
Ain Lo Ikkar, is not rooted there. He is missing something. Somebody who comes to Yerushalayim
and doesn’t have a Tosafa, doesn’t have some addition, Ain Lo Ikkar, something is missing.

That is our Avoda in this special Zman which is Elul and Tishrei. In our special Makom which is
Artzeinu Hakedosha. In Makom and Zman we have to put it together and be able to seek, to grow
in the days that come. Let’s try to connect to the month of Elul. Take a moment, something special,
something you didn’t do until now.

If you run out of Shul in the morning, stop and learn one Mishna every day. Or come early and
learn a Mishna. Or Daven Vasikin. Many people Daven at the 6 or 6:30 Minyan every day. If you
Daven a quarter to six or ten to six for most of Elul you will be able to Daven Vasikin. It is worth
it. But something extra. Mi She’ain Bo Hoasafos Ain Bo Ikkar.

How do you know the plant is dead maybe it is alive? If it is not blooming, it is not blossoming, it
is not giving forth leaves or flowers it is dead. The same thing with people. Let’s be Zoche to an
extraordinary Chodesh Elul with a connection to Kedusha and a Hishtokekus, a desire to see
Mekomos Hakedoshim in the Zmanim of Kedusha and to let them influence us. Wishing
everybody a wonderful Shabbos!

Rabbi Reisman — Parshas Shoftim 5782
1 — Topic — Thoughts from the Trip to Eretz Yisrael
As we prepare for Chodesh Elul, for the Yomim Noraim, for Rosh Hashana, for Yom Kippur and

of course for Shabbos Parshas Shoftim. How appropriate, Shoftim means judges, what a way to
start the month of Elul. As you know, I just returned from Eretz Yisrael, it is a bit on my mind. |
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also know that many of you are learning Masechtas Kesubos with the Daf Yomi. Let me share
with you a thought regarding Masechtas Kesubos.

I had seen that the Chasam Sofer asked his Rebbi the Hafla the following question when the
Yeshiva learned Kesubos. He said to him the 5™ Perek is (*» ¥ nx). He asked, how could Chazal
start a Perek with the word Af. Chazal say elsewhere that (AX2 WnD nw>w), there are three times
that we find that somebody started with the word Af and each of them ended up disastrous. One
was the Nachash who said to Chava in Beraishis 3:1 (337 vy 257 12280 X7 ,0798 08-"3 AR), even
though Hashem said... still. The second one was Korach who also used the word Af (Ed. Note:
perhaps this is Bamidbar 16:14 (310R°27 ,W271 297 D27 7IR-2% X2 AX), however, the Medrash Lekach
Tov to Berashis 3:1 seems to go with the Sar Ha’ofim in Beraishis 40:16 (2% 7371 ,01702 "I1R-9%
WRI-%Y 771 °90)) and the third one was Haman in Esther 5:12 (-9% 7723-0¥ 72723 09K 78°27-82 A%
ny-wR nnwnd). Af that Esther didn’t invite anyone except for me. When you start Pesukim with
the word Af it ends with Af, it ends with anger. So the Chasam Sofer asked his Rebbi the Baal
Hafla why is there a Perek in Kesubos that begins with Af?

The Hafla answered him that Kesubos is of course a Masechta that talks about a man’s obligation
to his wife. The Ribbono Shel Olam Kavayochel looks at Klal Yisrael as Kimsos Chosson Al
Kallah, He looks at Klal Yisrael like his Kallah. Masechtas Kesubos is HKB”H’s Kesuba to Klal
Yisrael.

There are 13 Perakim in Kesubos and they represent the 13 Middos of (1331 2377 %P ."7 ."7) Hashem
Hashem Keil Rachum V’chanun which is the mainstay of our request for Rachamim during the
Yomim Noraim, during Selichos and during Neilah. Those Yud Gimmel Middos are represented
by the 13 Perakim of Masectas Kesubos, and since one of the Middos is (279% 77X) there is a Perek
Kenegdo (2 »¥ nX) which is talking not about anger but it is talking about Erech Apaim, about
HKB”H delaying Kavayochel His anger, and therefore, there is a Perek that begins with Af. Ad
Kan Divrei Ha’Hafla.

So first of all you should know that you are learning Kesubos, this is the Ribbono Shel Olam’s
contract with Klal Yisrael. This is what it is. But more, with this I came to understand, Meforshim
wonder, the Sugyos in Shas about Eretz Yisrael are Sugyos that are found in the last Perek of
Masechtas Kesubos. What does Yishuv Eretz Yisrael have to do with Kesubos? I understand it
works its way in because there is a Halacha regarding Kesubos which is mentioned there. That is
not the point. The point is what is it doing in Kesubos?

According to this it is very Geshmak. First of all Kesubos is HKB”H’s gift to Klal Yisrael. Of
course a Chosson has to have a place for his Kallah to come. But more, the last Midda of the 13
Middos is (7p1]) and as it says in Devarim 32:43 (ny inp7X 193)). Eretz Yisrael brings Kapparah.
That is why we bury people there. Don’t think that it is only burying people there, it is also living
people who have Kapparah there. Therefore, Eretz Yisrael is part of the Kesubah and it represents
(7p1)), the ability to go to Eretz Yisrael as an opportunity to be cleansed.

I must tell you that my stay in Eretz Yisrael was extraordinary. I am inspired. Yesterday I received
an email from a young man who I met in Ohr Somayach. He himself just met Yiddishkeit there. A
fellow who has got two Jewish last names and one not known to be Jewish first name. His name
is Raino (that is his first name) Greenwald-Cohen. Very Jewish last names which means that he
has got the Yichus, he comes from Klal Yisrael and Raino. What kind of name is Raino? He says
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it is a German name as his family comes from Germany. Incredible thing that this person who sent
me a picture of the two of us in an email from there in Ohr Somayach, it is just absolutely
incredible. V’nakei, Eretz Yisrael has the ability to cleanse people. People come there and they
connect.

It is a shame that some of us are so busy with other things in Eretz Yisrael that we don’t connect.
You got to connect, you have to look to connect. Take it from Raino, you are going to see. You
see his picture, he is dressed the way he came to Eretz Yisrael. A white Kippah, a red shirt. Next
summer I will send you a picture of him dressed like a Ben Torah. More important than dressed
like a Ben Torah, knowing like a Ben Torah. Wonderful! V’nakei, Raino taught me that Eretz
Yisrael is V’nakei. You can look at him and you see it. Bein Haz’manim, looking to learn, looking
to Shteig.

2 — Topic — A Thought on the Parsha

Of course the Parsha begins 16:18 (7yw-722 77-100 ,0°70t)) 0°wot). Put judges and officers in your
gates. The word Lecha is extra. Rav Moshe brings in the Darash Moshe (first Cheilek page 154
which was also discussed in 5780 Ayin Sham) from the Baalei Hamachshava that ( ,2v¢) o'vo
32-10m), you should also put onto yourself. A person has to judge himself, a person has to look at
what he does, analyze what he does and see what he does and make sure what he does is done

properly.

Zagt Rav Moshe, it is not just the Shoftim, you have to have Shotrim too. What is a Shoteir? A
Shoteir is a policeman. What are the Shotrim that you have to put on yourself? Zagt Rav Moshe,
you have to be Mekabeil things on yourself. The Gemara says in Nedarim 8 that the purpose of
Nedarim, of a Neder is as it says in Tehillim 119:106 (727 *vown MWL AP»PRY *nyawl). To be
Mekabeil things on yourself. In that way to be able to become close to the Borei Olam.

Zagt Rav Moshe, Shoftim V’shotrim Titein Lecha. The usual Teitch of Shoftim that you have to
judge yourself, you got to look at your Ruchnios of yourself. But more than that, ( ,2 %) 2vVoW
TWY-293 77-100).

[ will tell you an interesting Machlokes. We are afraid to make Kabbaos B’lashon Neder, we are
afraid of Nedarim. Even though the Gemara says you can make Nedarim for that purpose. What
happens if you make a Neder and you say Bli Neder. | am Mekabeil on myself from now until
Yom Kippur not to look at any news on the internet, nothing. It is a big Batala, you all know that.
It 1s not just one minute. You are afraid to make such a Kabbala so you say Bli Neder. What
happens? Is it a Kabbala?

There is a letter in the Kovetz Teshuvos from Rav Elyashiv to Rav Chaim Kanievsky. Apparently
they disagreed on this. Rav Chaim held it has a Din Kabbalah and Rav Elyashiv says I don’t
understand, what kind of Kabbalah is that? That is a Kabbalah? It is a Kabbalah Bli Neder. It is a
Kabbalah but you are not going to keep it? Rav Chaim holds Af Al Pi Kein that it has a Din of a
Kabbalah because a person is committing to keeping it.

In the Chiddushei Rav Reuven in Nedarim at the end of Siman Aleph, he is Tol’e this question in

a Machlokes Rishonim. Aich She’yiyeh, we are afraid to make Nedarim. A Bli Neder, Neder that
we can do. We are going to try to do it.
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As we approach the Yomim Noraim, what is a Kabbalah? A Kabbalah is between you and yourself.
You have to know, we grow up with Bein Adam L’chaveiro, Bein Adam Lamakom. There is Bein
Adam L’atzmo too. A person being honest with himself. It is a uniquely Ehrlecha Yid Middah to
be honest with yourself. Shoftim V’shotrim Titein Lecha.

I remember that I was in Camp Waunakee during the Covid summer of 2020. The Mesiras Nefesh
of Camp Waunakee was incredible. Camp Agudah in Waunakee there were 11 married families
with 470 people, trying to run a camp. There was a tremendous Ruach and an extraordinary Siyata
Dish’maya. There were Goyim there who had never seen Frum Yidden before, never. They were
the people there in the camp.

One day, it was Shiva Asar B’tammuz, and I was riding the cruiser, the cruiser is the ferry boat
that took us across. Half the camp was on an island and half on the mainland. The driver of the
cruiser was one of these non-Jews who had never seen Frum Jews. He said to me, I hear that the
boys are fasting today. They are not eating until nightfall. I said yes. He looks at me and he says
do you really believe that? You really think in private that they are not going in and eating
something? You don’t think they close the door to the bathroom and they take a drink in the
bathroom, really? You think they are fasting the whole day? To him he was incredulous, it was
impossible. Why would they do it?

Then there are boys asking me in the afternoon should they break their fast because they have a
headache. Go explain to him that we don’t take drinks in the bathroom anyway. He won’t even
understand why. That is Bein Adam L’atzmo. Klal Yisrael we are honest with ourselves. It is a
relationship with the Borei Olam where we control our own Middos, our own Hanhagos to become
better people. That is with which we need to approach the upcoming days B’ezras Hashem. May
HKB”H give you and I Hatzlocha. Don’t wait to Neilah. Now, at the beginning of Elul take a
Kabbalah Bli Neder. Take a Kabbalah and restrict from some of your pleasures, restrict some of
the things that you do. Be Mekabeil. At least a Mishnah a day. Tell yourself, Maseches Yoma it
would be wonderful before Yom Hakkipurim. At least a Mishnah a day. Once you start a Mishnah
a day you will do a few Mishnayos. When it comes a Shabbos you will do a few more. It will come
on Yom Kippur that you will be finishing it. You should have a lot of Hatzlocha. IY”H may
HKB”H grant you all the wisdom, the strength to be able to approach the Yomim Noraim B’derech
Aliya as Raino certainly is doing. A Gutten Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman — Parshas Shoftim 5781
1 — Topic — A Thought on Yerushalayim

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Shoftim our first Shabbos in the month of Elul and we hope it
will be a productive Elul as we prepare for Rosh Hashana. On Monday, Rosh Chodesh, I returned
from Eretz Yisrael here to Chutz L’aretz and I had a thought. Here I am landing at 4 AM and
Davening Shacharis shortly thereafter and saying Yaaleh V’yavo. In Yaaleh V’yavo we mention
many Zichronos. Reasons that Yaaleh V’yavo (331727 1217 7927 vag?) 0¥ I8 1930 839y 79y0)
and then we mention (77 12 TW» 11720 .3°012K 1179nN) and of course (W7R °y 2w 1ian). It
struck me that we seem to refer constantly to Yerushalayim and not necessarily to Eretz Yisrael
with the exception of the Mussaf Tefillah which seems to mention Eretz Yisrael in general.
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Otherwise in Davening we talk about (23%n 0°n772 79V 2% %)), We talk always about a return
to Yerushalayim. (W7pa 9°y 02207 m333). Now actually we could have said Zichroneinu V’zichron
Eretz Yisrael and the Zichron Yerushalayim Ir Kodshecha is also important but it would seem to
be only a small piece of Eretz Yisrael. Having just returned from Yerushalayim this struck me.

In Ezra at the beginning of Perek Beis, we find the Jewish people of that generation returning to
the land of Israel after the Galus of Churban Bayis Rishon. In the first group that returned, they
return there in the second Perek of Ezra and the Posuk says the following words. ( 27175 123w
79999 ¥R ,777). They returned to Yerushalayim and Yehuda each man to his city. Of course they
had different cities that were their Cheilek of Eretz Yisrael. They remembered. The Churban
happened 52 years earlier and they knew where they were headed. So it says (77972 2% 123u).

The Metzudos Dovid Teitches as if it said (7737°7) 22w17°% 123¢)). They returned to Yerushalayim
and to Yehuda. Although it doesn’t say that. It says (7737 Q¢ 123w?). They returned to
Yerushalayim and Yehuda. It doesn’t say (7737°)).

The Malbim explains as follows. The Malbim explains that all Jews that returned to Eretz Yisrael
after the Galus of the Churban Bayis Rishon did so by first going to Yerushalayim the Makom of
Kedusha and from there traveling on to whichever city was their city that they belonged in. (123w
07Y17°7) everybody returned to Yerushalayim and from there they returned to the cities that were
their place where they would live. But everybody understood that when you come to Eretz Yisrael
the first place to come, the gateway to Eretz Yisrael was to go to Yerushalayim and absorb
Kedushas Yerushalayim, the source of all types of Kedusha.

This reminded me of something that I had seen in the Sichos of Rav Shlomo Hoffman, a wonderful
Sefer. Somewhere near the beginning of the Sefer he describes as a young man in Elul of 1945 the
return of Rav Dessler to Eretz Yisrael. Rav Dessler was in England during the Holocaust and his
family was in Eretz Yisrael. They were separated by the war and he returned in Elul 1945.

He came to speak in one of the Shuls of Tel Aviv when his boat docked near Tel Aviv and that is
where he spoke. When he spoke he said the following words. He said normally if a person goes to
a foreign land, a foreign city, the first thing he does is to make sure he has a place to sleep, food to
eat and something to drink, that is his first order of business. He says when you return to Eretz
Yisrael and you go to Eretz Yisrael that is not so. The first order of business is to find a place to
learn, to sit and learn. He says that is why when Klal Yisrael crossed the Yardein their first job
was to set up stones upon which the Torah was etched in numerous languages. To teach us that
when a person goes to Eretz Yisrael the Ikkur is to come to a place of Kedusha.

That fits with the Malbim. The Malbim says that the first thing a Yid does when he goes to Eretz
Yisrael before he goes he has the city of his forefathers, he is going to find his home. The first
place you go is to Yerushalayim, a place to absorb Kedusha. This is a lesson for our time.

Now that to a great degree access to Eretz Yisrael is limited to us in our pain, we must realize that
when we go there that the first place to go is to go to a place where a person can absorb Kedusha.
The first place to go from the airplane is to the Kosel, is to a Bais Medrash. You deposit your
suitcases wherever they go, you don’t unpack, you don’t do anything, you go straight to the Bais
Hamedrash, you go straight to a place where you Daven, a place where you learn. That is the lesson
of going to Yerushalayim.
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Therefore, (FW7R 7Y 222U 11721 9728 N7 12 0°Wn 19791 °niaR 1999n). It doesn’t matter if you are
from Sheivet Yehuda or one of the other Shevatim. The first place you go is to Yerushalayim to
absorb Kedusha and from there you move on.

I hope that we should be Zoche to get back to Eretz Yisrael of course B’biyas Go’el but even
before Biyas Go’el we should be Zoche to be there and absorb its Kedusha.

2 — Topic — A Thought on the Parsha.

Parshas Shoftim has many lessons that are important for Tanach and I would like to mention one
or two of them time permitting. In our Parsha we have the Parsha of the Nevi’a Sheker. In 18:20
(w2 127 9277 1 WK X°237). The Navi that speaks falsely in my name is Chayuv Misah. Of course
the Navi, there are numerous incidents of Nevi’a Sheker. Not just a kook getting up on the corner
on a chair and announcing that he has messianic views or prophetic vision. But people to who it
really affected the history of Klal Yisrael.

We find by Tzidkiyahu the last king of Klal Yisrael, that there were Nevi’a Sheker competing with
Yirmiya. Nevi’a Sheker all over the place. It is very important to know a Yesod regarding Nevi’a
Sheker it is not just an Aggadata Yesod it is a Halacha Yesod.

The Minchas Chinuch brings in Mitzvah Taf Kuf Yud Zayin in Os Ches that a Navi Sheker is not
a kook. A Navi Sheker is a good person, a Talmid Chochom. It would be possible for him to be a
Navi. But Stam an ordinary fellow who says that he had a vision, it is Narishket, it is silliness. A
Navi means somebody who has a certain level of Kedusha, a certain level of Zehirus in Mitzvos,
he is a Talmid Chochom. This idea is a concept brought in numerous places.

The Michtav Eliyahu in Cheilek Daled on page 289 explains how does it happen that someone
who is Rau’1 to be a Navi becomes a Navi Sheker? Why would someone do that? Somebody who
is a Talmid Chochom and is Zahir B’mitzvos. The Michtav Eliyahu explains it is when people are
caught up in their silliness. They want something so badly that they fool themselves into thinking
that it is Nevua. The lack of intellectual honesty. People want something so badly they convince
themselves of these types of things. It is a dangerous thing. We have to serve HKB”H the way He
taught us to serve Him. Not the way our heart tells us to serve HKB”H.

That idea, that concept, is an important concept not only by Nevi’a Sheker but in serving HKB”H
in general. We have to be sure that we don’t come up with our own dreams, our own Chalomos of
this or that being Ratzon Hashem, without a source. Just because we heard a story in a story book
or because we heard a cute Gematriya that doesn’t make a person know how to behave. It has to
be clearly a behavior that is Ratzon Hashem.

Rav Hutner in the Pachad Yitzchok on Pesach says this Yesod as well and I believe that it is in
Maimar Pei Bais. With this he answers a Ramban’s Kasha. Listen to this. The Yesod of ( 7997 75
0onN§ 0>7R) that is found in Parshas Vayechi in 50:24. Klal Yisrael was told that the Navi who
comes with the language of (20X 0>2R 779’ 799) a language of Pekida he is the redeemer. Freigt
the Ramban it is very interesting. It is nice to have a Siman to know who is the real Go’el. But if
you are going to advertise the Siman ahead of time, that the Go’el who comes with the Lashon of
(797 7P2) is the true Go’el what does it help? You want to know if he is fake or not see if he says
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(797 7P9). Well you told him say (797 79) is the trick so what does it help, what kind of Siman is
that?

Answers the Pachad Yitzchok beautifully. He says that a kook who comes and says he is a Go’el
won’t fool anybody. Sometimes there are people who are indeed Talmidai Chachamim, they are
Mazir people B’teshuva, they do Mitzvos, they teach and they fool themselves into thinking that
they are the Moshiach. They fool themselves into thinking that they are the Go’el. So HKB”H
promised Klal Yisrael that the Ruach Sheker that will come in people’s minds won’t be with (72
779%). It won’t be with that language. It will be in a different way. Mimeila, we are not talking
about people who are conniving to be a Navi Sheker, we are talking about people who fool
themselves. So HKB”H promised that the language of (779? 779) won’t be that Lashon. But again
the Yesod is important that the Nevi’a Sheker in Tanach are just that they are Nevi’a Sheker who
are good people that fool themselves. An important Yesod for Navi.

3 — Topic — A Netziv on the beginning of the Parsha.

One other quick Yesod is a beautiful Netziv in the beginning of Parshas Shoftim. The end of
of Parshas Shoftim is 16:18 (77-1pn , 00t oowol). Says the Hameik Davar, the Netziv says
beautifully (2°1°77 NX 1723w JAr2 7371¥7 72727). In a society in which people show respect to
Dayanim, show respect to the rule of the land, show respect to integrity of financial dealings, such
a society has Bracha. A society in which it is the Wild West that people do what they want. They
cheat others, the convince themselves that they are allowed to take this money without a clear Psak
that it is Muttar. They go and think that they could apply for government benefits to which they
are not entitled and they have no source for being allowed to take it. They go and they take money
of others or cheat others and they are Melamed Heter on themselves. Such a society is not Bracha
Metzuya, doesn’t have a Bracha found there. So therefore, (72-1n ,00) 2°vot) is right next to
IR0 X7 ,70v2 R0 ;99pn X9) to show respect for a Nasi, for a Beis Din is right next to the Posuk of
(7NX9R) (RN ¥D ,7YnT) A089H) means your good crop, your crop that is full.

A third source. The Netziv says (Y82 ,2¥7 °77 ,0°09%5 v5Y *1»°2 ,°77). Rus begins in the days that
the judges judged, there was a hunger. Says Rashi, Dor Sheshoftim Es Shoftov. It was a generation
that didn’t show respect for the Dayanim. They second guessed their Dayanim. Such a place, (77
YX2 ,2¥7) there was a hunger in the land. The point again being that in order to have a society that
has Birchas Hashem there must be a society that shows respect for the rule of Bais Din.

With this it explains why in Navi there was a great king Yoshiahu Hamelech — Vayikonein
Yirmiyahu Al Yoshiahu when we talk about him in Kinnos. He was a great king. He became king
at the age of 8. The first thing he did before getting Klal Yisrael to get rid of Avoda Zorah the first
thing he did was to straighten out the Batei Dinim, straighten out the places of judgement that there
should be Bracha by Klal Yisrael. There has to be integrity and honesty in financial dealings.

We should be Zoche to have that integrity and honesty and IY”’H it will bring Bracha and Hatzlacha

to all of us. May it be a Gebentched Elul, a Gebentched Elul where we have an Aliyah IY”H. A
Gutten Shabbos to one and all!
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Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5780
1 - Topic - A Thought on Elul Taf Shin Pei

As we observe a very different Chodesh Elul coming off a very different year and prepare for
Shabbos Parshas Shoftim. Let me begin with a thought on the first Posuk and take it into a little
bit of the sense, the feeling that I can't help but have as we approach the month of Elul and the
upcoming Yomim Noraim that will undoubtedly be quite different than we are accustomed to.

The Parsha begins with the Posuk in 16:18 (3yw-222 72-190 ,00t) o°vot). The Mitzvah D'oraissa
to have judges and police officers and enforcers in all of the cities where Jews reside. The question
is that the Posuk seems to have an extra word. The word (7?) as it could have said (,0 0 ovot
PWW-2232 100). Shoftim and Shotrim should be in all of your cities, in the gates of your cities. Why
the word Lecha?

The popular Upteitch is something that [ saw in Rav Moshe (in Darash Moshe first Cheilek page
154) although I think that there are others including the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh that make
Diyukim from this Posuk. The point that he makes is very important, certainly very important for
the time that we are living in.

.....

has two meanings. The meaning of going to war in the typical sense and a meaning as far as
fighting the Yeitzer Hora, doing a Milchama with the truly challenging war, the war against the
Yeitzer Hora.

Rav Moshe Teitches (2 9% 2°va¥) in a similar way. It is true that you need judges and police
officers wherever you go. Without judges and without courts, without those who enforce the law
of course there is mayhem and it becomes the Wild West. So certainly the simple meaning is the
Pshat and the Mitzva D'oraissa.

The deeper meaning of (77-1pn ,0° vt o°vot) is that every individual in his own battle with the
Yeitzer Hora, in his own struggles in life, has to be careful to look at himself and judge himself
properly. To understand where he is, what he is doing. (v3¥n mun-X?) and (0% npn-X2)). You have
to be careful not to fool yourself and not to bend that which is going on. You have to have (20%),
you have to be able to enforce what you are doing. For example, a Bais Din sometimes obligates
a Shevua. The Gemara says that Dovid Hamelech would swear as is found in Tehillim 119:106
(ARTY “vaWn Y'Y --mn2pR) *Ayawl). He would take a Shevua in order to sort of force himself to
keep to the Mitzvos that he has to do.

The same thing Bais Din offers a K'nas, a person has to Kan'sa himself. Sometimes you have to
tell yourself that I will only have this item I enjoy after I put in 10 hours of learning. Ice Cream?
No ice cream for Elul until I hit my 10 hours of learning. Then I will have an ice cream. So there
has to be (2% owaY) in a person's life and (7777 ,P7¥ P7%). This added meaning of ( ,p7¥ PIX
777n), to look at things honestly.

I want to step back and talk a little about the pandemic through which we have been suffering. It

has been a very awful time. The worst time for any of us who have been born past the holocaust.
A very very difficult time on many levels. We don't know where the world is going.
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Boruch Hashem here in Brooklyn at least our neighborhoods in Brooklyn we know of no new
people who are ill probably for 8 - 10 weeks. Even most of the reported positives Boruch Hashem
on retest have proved to be negative. But we are obligated to be careful. We are obligated to keep
our guard up because there is no one in the world that can say what tomorrow will bring. The
danger of this coming back is certainly real. People have to be careful and they have to be sensible.
Not extreme, but within reason people have to be careful.

The rule is you always have to be careful for worst case scenario. In this sense, the sense of health,
the worst case scenario is that G-d forbid this will come back and those who are not careful will
be guilty of making it more severe.

There is another dimension to this. This period of our life will pass. The question that we are going
to be asked is what did you do with this period of time. What changed, what is different? I don't
mean dramatic life altering changes which never happen. But I mean meaningful permanent
changes. In a Ruchniosdika sense, we have to prepare for the worst case scenario. Meaning what
happens if B'ezras Hashem this is the end of it. What happens if the reprieve that we are
experiencing here in the NY/NJ area continues and it suddenly happens in other places and other
cities and this wanes?

Ebola was terrible in Africa and then it just disappeared. The virus changed and it was no longer
lethal to humans. At some point we are hoping that B'ezras Hashem it will happen. From a spiritual
viewpoint we have to be thinking this Elul what happens if this is the end of it. What have we
walked away with? What have we come away with? What has changed in our lives? Something,
not gigantic, but something. At the very least a new Kavana in Modim when we say (270 %Y
T2 MTIPDT MY H¥) 9722 0°0nT). An appreciation of the life that we have and the years that we
have. An appreciation of the stability that is the life of a Yid. A recommitment to the constant
Minyanim that we hope never to miss again. G-d forbid that we should miss Minyanim. A terrible
thing.

We should be putting together a streak in the month of Elul, everybody should be conscious of
going through Elul without missing a Minyan again in this year where we missed Minyanim. We
have to be prepared for it. (3yW-222 72-190 , 000 o°wow). Get yourself going. Make yourself a
chart. Get a calendar that has the month of Elul and the calendar should have three checks for
Shacharis, Mincha and Maariv. A person never missing Minyan. It should work that way. A person
should be able to use this time properly.

We have a morning Daf Yomi. Many people here in the morning Daf Yomi run to the train and go
to work. Now they are working from home. Guess what? What they did is they keep the morning
Daf Yomi going longer. It is a Covid Daf Yomi. It is a Daf Yomi which doesn't end at 10 after 8
but keeps on going. That is what should be. That should be the memory.

I know many people who have Covid Masechtos. I am proud! They have Masechtos which they
are learning or have learned over Covid and have Chazered it. It is meaningful. (-1pn ,0" VY VoW

TWY-2232 77).

Let me tell you a thought from Rav Pam that is related to this. In Kesuvos which Yeshiva will be
learning this year, on the top Tosafos on Daf 3a as explained by the Hafla'a, Tosafos says a
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Chiddush. In the Gemara's case, a man gave a Get to his wife and said if I don't return within 30
days the Get will be a Get. The Gemara at this point holds (70’32 o1& ¥°). Meaning that when he
comes back and he is an Ones, the bridge falls down and he can't come across the river, or the ferry
sinks and he can't come across the river then the Get is not a Get. It is as if he came. (7032 01X ©°)
means that if a person has a good excuse he is an Ones.

Says the Hafla'a what happens if on day 30 he was not planning to come. He wanted the Get to
take effect. He had said if I don't come back within 30 days it is a good Get. That morning as he
goes down to breakfast his friend tells him did you hear, the bridge fell down. Really? He thinks
about it and he says I don't want the Get to be Chal. He runs to Bais Din and says look the bridge
fell down and I was an Ones, I couldn't go, I couldn't help it. Says the Hafla'a, Bais Din will tell
him no. There is no excuse of Ones if you didn't want to do it anyway. If it is not something that
was important for you to do then Ones is not an excuse.

Said Rav Pam to us, the same thing is true in a person's own individual world, in things that a
person does. I am an Ones. In this case, I am an Ones, I couldn't Daven with Minyan. Really? You
are an Ones? But what happened after the restrictions of not Davening with Minyan were lifted?
What happened when Minyanim became available? Did you go out and Daven with Minyan? If
you are not careful with Minyan now that means that you have no excuse of Ones for missing
Minyan until now. It is a heavy obligation.

Many people missed Minyan for many weeks, many people for a couple of months. It is a heavy
obligation. You are going to say that you were an Ones, you couldn't go to Minyan. Okay. What
happens when the Ones went away. Where were you then? It is a very different month of Elul. It
is a month of Elul with a heavier obligation than we could imagine, and we have to really make it
count. Make it count individually with an appreciation of our Shuls, in our appreciation of our
Minyanim, appreciation of our learning.

Being home with family members has caused a lot of friction in the home. A lot of places where
Shalom Bayis may have been not perfect and it got worse by being home all together. A lot of
places where father and son may have had a little bit of friction and it got worse by people being
home. It is not just you, it happened everywhere. It is time to pick up and do what you got to do,
you got to fix it. Got to make it better. This Elul has brand new obligations. B'simcha Rabbah,
Boruch Hashem we can go out, we can get around if we do it carefully, but we have to do it. We
have to do it and make it meaningful.

2 - Topic - A Thought from the GR"A on the Parsha.

Let me share a quick and important thought from the GR"A quoted in the Maharitz Chiyus. In our
Parsha in 17:16 and 17, the king is instructed (2°%} 19-1727 X%) not to have many women ( 930} X?)
229). So that he should remain focused. He shouldn't have some wives that will distract him from
his Avodas Hashem. (2°910 19-1727-X7). Why? (772787 oy3-n& 2202-X9)). Mitzrayim was the horse
trading center, so don't have too many horses because you will land up in Mitzrayim.

So the Gemara says in Sanhedrin 21b (18 lines from the bottom) (770 v 12301 RS 1 2191) why

are the reasons of Mitzvos not revealed to us? (Javyv 2an1 MXIPH "N *17w) When the king is
instructed not to have too many wives and (2°930 19-7127>-X?) the Torah gives reasons for it. ( w23
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0?2wn 773 172). Shlomo Hamelech was Nichshal. He said, (708 RX2Y 729K °1X) and ( R?) 729K IR
WR).

You have to know, that knowing the reason can becomes an excuse, an excuse to not keep the
Mitzvah properly. Since knowing the reason can become an excuse, the Torah doesn't reveal the
depth of the reasons for all of the Mitzvos. This is a rather famous Chazal.

What is not so well known is that the Maritz Chiyus there in Sanhedrin 21b quotes the GR"A. The
GR"A says Hu Hadin by a Din D'rabbanan. The same thing is true when the Rabbanan made
Gezairos. There are many layers of reasons for the Gizaira D'rabbanan. Many layers of reasons.
Sometimes a person says the Rabbanan made a Gizaira, [ won't have a problem with that. I won't
have. This won't lead to that. Because I touch Muktzeh it won't lead me to carry. Because I touch
Muktzeh it won't lead me to do Melacha. You may be right. But there are many layers. You think
Muktzeh is only for the reasons that are clearly mentioned? Isn't part of the Issur Muktzeh to make
Shabbos a unique day? Shelo Y'hai Asakecha Shabbos K'asekecha B'chol. There are many reasons.
We don't know all of the reasons.

The Aruch Hashulchan writes this in Yor'e Dai'a in the Mitzvah of Chalav Yisrael. He says Chalav
Yisrael people think if they are comfortable that there is no Treif milk they are home safe. He says
this is not true. There are many Sibos, there are many reasons for the Mitzvah of Cholov Yisrael.
The reason that is Nisgaleh is the reason that is known. Just like by a Mitzvah D'oraissa you cannot
allow the reason to cloud your judgement, the same thing is true about Mitzvos D'rabbanan.
Perhaps sometimes we are too philosophical and we need to realize the Kedusha, the depth when
the Rabbanan made a Gezaira. It wasn't arbitrary. Don't do this as you might do that. There are
many places where they did not make Gezairos and some places they did. There is depth to it and
meaning to it.

And so, (77YY-722 77-10R ,0° 0t owot). Think about it. Think about the judgment, think about
the enforcing of the judgment. Not from others, but you for yourself. And as you Daven Shacharis
tomorrow on Rosh Chodesh Elul, in (3917 vaw) say to HKB"H, Ribbono Shel Olam Bli Neder I
will do such and such and say V'im Yeish Bo Zechus Yehi Ratzon that it should be a Zechus for
my child to get a Shidduch, let it be a Zechus for my child to have children, let it be a Zechus for
Ploni to have a Refuah. These are the real things that work. Tefillah, Torah. (,71%% --722pR) *AY2Y]
TRTS "VIWR).

There is somebody who couldn't find his Tefillin in camp. He said I will give a dollar (or a few
dollars) to Reb Meir Baal Haneis. There is no Rav Meir Baal Haneis Pushka there. I told him be
Mekabeil to learn a Mishna that has Rav Meir's name in it. That is just as good. Do you think that
Rav Meir would rather have your dollar or your Mishna?

He was Mekabeil. He went over to Rav Lichtenstein asked him to learn with him a Mishna that
has Rav Meir and presto he found his Tefillin. Let it be a wonderful, meaningful Elul for you and
for me, for all of Klal Yisrael. Let it Takeh be that HKB"H allows this terrible Machla to pass from
our midst and leave us improved and better people. HKB"H should give us all Shemira Mikol Tzar
U'tzuka, Mekol Nega Umachala and give us Berachos and Yeshuos in Elul Taf Shin Pei. A Gutten
Shabbos to one and all!
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Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5779

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Shoftim. It is a very appropriate time of year. It is a time of
Shoftim V'shotrim, a time of year of judgement and it is a very appropriate Parsha for this time of
the year. The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh says on the Posuk found in 16:18 (7%-1nn ,0° 0% °wot)
Shoftim V'shotrim Titein Lecha. Why is it one Mitzvah Shoftim and Shotrim? It should be one
Mitzvah about judges and one Mitzvah about policemen. He says Im Ain Shoftim Ain Shotrim,
there is no use in having judges if you don't have anyone to enforce it. If you don't have people to
make sure that it is done, then it is a waste of time to have judges.

It is a Mussar. There are a lot of things that are obligations and without someone to enforce it is a
waste. When Yaakov went down to Mitzrayim he sent Yehuda to prepare a Yeshiva, to prepare a
Bais Hatalmud. Many ask, why did he send Yehuda? The Rosh Yeshiva is Sheivet Levi or maybe
Sheivet Yisacher. Yehuda is not the Rosh Yeshiva!

They answer that the Rosh Yeshiva doesn't have to go early to open the Yeshiva. The Mashgiach,
the one who is the Shoter, the one who enforces it, he has to go early. He sent Yehuda to be there
beforehand. The Rosh Yeshiva can prepare Shiur in the Bais Medrash wherever he is. But you
need Shotrim. Without Shotrim there are no Shoftim.

Of course we have the first Mishmar tonight, the first Mishmar of the new year. The Shoftim will
say that you have to do it. We need a way of enforcing it. If we had Shotrim everybody would be
there not just the 100 or so that come, but all of you. IY"H looking forward to seeing you.

1 - Topic - The two types of Neviim.

In this week's Parsha as it says in 18:15 (72 2°p? ,>3%2 7°08% 72777 %°23). You should set up a Navi.
Rashi says (°nrin 7% 0°p°). The Navi is in my place. The Brisker Rav in the Griz Al Hatorah asks
why do you need Tachti? The Navi is in my place? A Navi is a Navi. Someone can reach Nevuah
even without being in place so to speak of the previous Navi. The Brisker Rav asked this as a
Kasha, what does it mean Tachti?

He brings that by Eliyahu Hanavi and Elisha Hanavi it says that the Ribbono Shel Olam told
Eliyahu go to Elisha as it says in Melachim I 19:16 (3°nnn X237 nwnn) Timshach L'navi Tachtecha,
make him a Navi in your place. The Brisker Rav says what is going on. What is Tachtecha? A
Navi is someone who is Zoche to Nevua. Not like a King that you have one king and you make
another king in his place. What does it mean Navi Tachtecha? The Brisker Rav stays with a Kasha.

The Kasha is a strong Kasha because we find in Yirmiya 45 that Yirmiya's Talmid Baruch Ben
Neiriya is in Tzar because he was not a Navi. He was not Zoche to Nevua. He says as is found in
have found no rest. He ségfé-tb his Rebbi Yirmiya. He says every Talmid of a Navi is a Navi. Elisha
from Eliyahu, Yehoshua from Moshe Rabbeinu. The question is why am I not a Navi? The question
is the Brisker Rav's Kasha, what does it have to do with a Talmid of a Rebbi? Tzorech Iyun Gadol.

In the Sefer Ze'eiv Yitrof from Rav Hoberman Zatzal, he says beautifully. He says there are two

types of Neviim. There is a Stam Navi, and when I say Stam [ mean a regular Navi. A Navi is any
Yid that is Zoche to Nevua. Then there is a Navi Tachto'i, a Navi who is Nimshach, to continue in
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the Avoda of his Rebbi. He brings a Raya that there are two different levels, because even though
Moshe Rabbeinu passed from his Nevua to the 70 Zekainim, it says in Parshas Pinchas as is found
in Bamidbar 27:18 (Y2¥ ,797-NX DY) ;12 mN-TWR ,WOR--11-12 YI-nR 77-12). When it says to give
Yehoshua from the light of Moshe Rabbeinu it says to do Semicha with a Yad. By the 70 Zekainim
there was no Semicha with a hand. It is a Raya that there are two levels of Navi.

There is a Stam Navi and a Stam Navi is not necessarily connected to his Rebbi and then there is
a Navi who is like Yehoshua who took over from Moshe Rabbeinu and Elisha who took over from
Eliyahu Hanavi who is Nimshach Tachto'i, who takes over the job of his Rebbi, two different levels
of Nevua.

With this I have two Nach questions that are answered. 1. We find at the end of Melachim I, that
Eliyahu Hanavi goes to Elisha and he finds him in a field and it is a very moving moment in
Tanach. Elisha is plowing the field. Eliyahu walks over to him and takes off his cloak, his Aderes.
Eliyahu had an Aderes with which he walked and he threw his cloak onto Elisha. Elisha understood
that it meant that he would be a Navi Tachtov. Elisha is very excited and he says let me say goodbye
to my parents and I will come with you.

Eliyahu says as is found in Melachim I 19:20 (7% *n°@y-nn 3,230 77). Pashut Pshat is that (-n
72 °0°Y) is look what I have done to you I have made you a Navi. There are those who understand
that (72 *ny-nn °3) why are you so excited, why are you so happy, you know what a hard job I
had. Do you know how difficult my job is? Klal Yisrael doesn't appreciate Mussar. (77 *n>wy-nn).
What have I done to you. (77 °n°@y-nn). The Kasha is that being a Navi is a great thing. ( *n>@y-nn
72)?

The answer is, to be a Navi is a wonderful and extraordinary Darga in Ruchnios, it is great.
However, to be Navi Tachto'i means to take over my job. Now (77 *n*@y-nn). Eliyahu Hanavi had
a very difficult job. It was with a Klal Yisrael that was not willing to listen. (77 *n*@y-nn). Two
Dargos of Nevua.

Question 2. This 1s a Kasha that I had for a long time and I mentioned last year in one of my
Shiurim (Ed. Note: Parshas Behaloscha 5778, 3rd Vort). In Yirmiya 45 Baruch Ben Neiriya is in
time of Churban and it is not time to make you a Navi. The Kasha is what kind of answer is that?
Yechezkel became a Navi during that time. What do you mean that it is not time for you to be a
Navi? Why is it not time to be a Navi? What does that mean that it is not the time to be a Navi?
Tzorech Iyun Gadol!

According to this it is very good. To reach a Darga of Nevua because a person is on a Darga of
Nevua, that of course makes sense that a person can get at any time and the truth is that Baruch
Ben Neiriya ended up getting a level of Nevua. However, he wanted to be a Navi Tachto'i, he
wanted to take over Yirmiyah's job, that HKB"H says Yirmiya's job is to avoid the Churban, the
Churban is coming now and there is nobody who will take over for Yirmiya. So a Gevaldige Yesod
that answers a Kasha.

2 - Topic - Rav Druk on the topic of a Melech.
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Let's move on. We have talked about the Navi so let's get in a few words about the Melech as well.
The Posuk says in 17:15 (79 7°%y o°vn 0itv). Also everybody asks on Navi, if (777 72y o°n i)
why in Shmuel I Perek 8 when they ask for a Melech does it say 8:6 (983%% °3y2 ,7277 v17) that
Shmuel gets upset?

There are many Teirutzim but this year I got to see in Rav Druk's Sefer Darash Mordechai (page
186) a Pshat Teretz that is Pshat, no Pilpulim. Listen to this as it is beautiful. The Posuk says 1ii)
(°%Y) .(77n T2y 0P means over you. In Kesubos 17a (10 lines from the bottom) ( "%y o°wn ow
IOV MR RN 771). Someone you should fear. A Melech is someone who should be feared.

It says in Pirkei Avos in Perek Gimmel Mishna Beis (,a872 R2278w--m3%n S ambwa 9900 M0
W92 0»n 1y R woR). The Ikkur is Yir'a of a Melech.

When Klal Yisrael comes to Shmuel and say (777 319-730) give us a king. Not T'na Aleinu Melech,
not a Melech over us but a Melech Lanu, who will serve us. This is what it says in the Posuk. ( ¥737
OXINY °°¥32 ,1270). This request was bad in the eyes of Shmuel. (777 17-730 178 WR2). Why does
it repeat (1R WR2)? Poshut.

Why was Shmuel angry, because they said (797 21%-730 ,3% WK2) and not Aleinu Melech. There
is a very big difference. Beautiful Al Pi Pshat. If somebody wants a Melech, a leader, a leader has
to be someone who he is going to have Yir'a from who he is going to have Mussar from.

It reminds me of something else that Rav Druk said. Rav Druk said who is the Ikkur Talmid and
Rebbi in Tanach it is Yehoshua and Moshe Rabbeinu. How many times do you find in Kol Hatorah
Kulo that Moshe spoke directly to Yehoshua? Two times and both were Mussar. Yehoshua says
that Eldad and Meidad were saying Nevua and he complained. Moshe Rabbeinu gave him Mussar.
He said Mi Yitein. What is wrong? Bamidbar 11:29 (2°%°23 ,7)7° o¥-73 10 °m). The whole nation
should be Neviim. Yehoshua was told you are wrong.

The other time when Moshe Rabbeinu comes down from Har Sinai in Ki Sisa and he says what is
this Kol Bamachaneh and Yehoshua says (77323 ni1y 2ip) it is a wonderful sound. Moshe Rabbeinu
says no you are not understanding. Rashi says you want to be a leader you have to understand what
you hear. Twice Moshe Rabbeinu speaks directly to Yehoshua and you know what, both times it
is Mussar. A Talmid is someone who is T'na Aleinu Melech, someone over us. Gevaldig!

Wishing one and all a meaningful Chodesh Elul, a Geshmake Mishmar Seder and a Gut
Gebentched Yar, a Kesiva V'chasima Tovah and a Gutten Shabbos!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5778

1 - Topic - A thought on a Hanhagas Hachaim of doing a Mitzvah as completely as one can.
As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Shoftim and we get closer and closer to the Yom Hadin. |

would like to share with you first a remnant, a thought that is left from my visit to Artzeinu
Hakedosha something that I wonder about every year when I go to Eretz Yisrael.
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The question involves the fact that [ am a Levi and in Eretz Yisrael I have the opportunity to wash
the hands of the Kohanim on a regular basis because the Kohanim Duchan there every day. The
Shaila that I have is the following. In Chutz L'aretz I wash the hands of the Kohanim only at
Mussaf. There, there is no loss in the sense that I answer Amen to Hakeil Hakodosh, I go out and
wash their hands and I am back in time to answer the next Amen which is Mekadesih Yisrael
V'haz'manim.

It is not that way in Artzeinu Hakedosha, in Eretz Yisrael where they Duchan every single day.
There if I walk out during Chazaras Hashatz to wash the hands of Kohanim, I lose multiple Amens
of Chazaras Hashatz. Now granted in some Shuls you can hear Chazaras Hashatz from the place
where you wash but not every Shul. At the Kosel you can make up the Amens from the other
Minyanim but not everywhere and the Shaila is, is it K'dai. Is it K'dai to wash the hands of the
Kohanim and miss the Amens? Now it would seem to be a no brainer. What is more important to
answer Amen or for a Levi to wash the Kohanim's hands. Answering Amen is certainly a much
bigger Zechus.

In addition, we are supposed to answer 90 Amens a day and without the two Chazaras Hashatz it
is very very difficult. Even on days when I Daven a longer Shemoneh Esrei then the Tzibbur I am
with, I struggle with the fact that I am missing on my count of the 90 Amens which I am supposed
to have. Therefore, the question is what is more important.

I would like to share with you a Yesod that I have seen numerous times by Moreinu Rav Pam and
it is an important Yesod in Hanhaga in general in life and certainly in regards to Mitzvos. I will
give you an example.

I once asked Rav Pam the following question. If I am Davening Mincha and I am Davening a
longer Shemoneh Esrei than the Baal Tefila is willing to wait for, and he begins Chazaras Hashatz
and I realize that if I switch from Sim Shalom to Shalom Rov which after all, Ashkenazim do all
the time, I will be able to get Kedusha, however, if [ say Sim Shalom I will miss it. Should I switch?

Rav Pam told me no. I said what is a bigger thing to answer Kedusha or to say Sim Shalom instead
of Shalom Rov? Rav Pam said no. When you are doing something do it right, do it the way you
should be doing it. And if the effect of it is that you miss Kedusha then Halacha says that a person
misses Kedusha and Zeh Hu. What you are doing, do right. It is a very important Hashkafas
Hachaim. Do what you are doing and do it right. Don't make all kinds of Cheshbonos which end
up weakening the things that you are doing. Now sometimes Halacha requires you to.

As a matter of fact, someone showed me in the Tzemach Tzedek in the Shar HaMiluim Os Yud
Aleph, he has a similar question. Someone is Davening Shemoneh Esrei on Chanukabh, if he says
Al Hanisim in Shemoneh Esrei he will miss Kedusha. If he skips Al Hanisim which after all is not
M'akeiv, he will be able to say Kedusha. Is it worth 1t? Again, what is more Chashuv Kedusha or
Al Hanisim? He says no, say Al Hanisim and if you miss Kedusha then miss Kedusha. That is the
Halacha that you miss Kedusha.

I know that you are going to ask me the following question. We skip parts of Pesukai D'zimra in
order to get to Tefilla B'tzibbur, why don't you say the same thing that you should say Pesukai
D'zimra and don't skip and if you miss Minyan for Shemoneh Esrei then you miss it. Farkert, the
Shulchan Aruch Harav writes that the reason that we skip parts of Pesukai D'zimra in order to get
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Tefilla B'tzibbur, is because Pesukai D'zimra Lo Nitna Ela Li'yos Hachana L'tefilla She'y'hai
Ritzu'ya. The whole purpose of Pesukai D'zimra is to make the Shemoneh Esrei Ritzu'ya, a
desirable Shemoneh Esrei.

Why does he have to give a reason? Why doesn't he just say that Tefilla B'tzibbur is more important
than Pesukai D'zimra? The answer is our Yesod. Our Yesod holds true except by Pesukai D'zimra
where there is a reason, a Cheshbon. At any rate this is a Hanhaga, do what you are doing and do
it right. Put your focus on it and it is a Hanhagas Hachaim.

2 - Topic - A thought regarding Hazmana Milsa Hi, preparing yourself.

A thought on the Parsha. It is fascinating that one of the Sugyos in Shas which is very Halacha
L'mayseh comes from the Parsha of Eglah Arufa in our Parsha which as you know is not so Halacha
L'mayseh, certainly not Biz'man Hazeh, never in Chutz L'aretz and even during the time that the
Bais Hamikdash stood who knows if they did or how often they did an Eglah Arufa.

There is a Gemara in Maseches Sanhedrin on Daf 47b - 48 where Abaye and Rava argue if
Hazmana Milsa Hi. The particular case they are discussing is someone who prepared clothing for
a Meis in which to bury a Niftar. Clothing of a Niftar are Assur B'hana'a. The question is if this
clothing was never placed on the Niftar, they were only prepared, do we say Hazmana Milsa Hi
which is Abaye's opinion that the preparation itself Assurs or do we say Hazmana Lav Milsa Hi
which is Rava's opinion that preparation itself does not Assur.

A common example is someone who buys a Tefillin bag and plans to put his Tefillin in it. Once
he puts the Tefillin in, the bag becomes a Tashmish Kedusha and has to be put into Sheimos and
cannot be used for Devarim Shel Chol. However, if he has never used it for Tefillin, can he now
designate it for something else?

The answer is that it is a Machlokes Abaye and Rava and we Pasken that Hazmana Lav Milsa Hi.
Hazmana is not something that counts to give Dinnim to something that is being prepared. What
does it have to do with this week's Parsha?

The Gemara explains that Abaye brings a Raya from our Parsha in 21:4 where we find by the
Eglah Arufa a concept that the Eglah Arufa gets its status of Issur Hana'a (10°% 213-2%). Even when
it is going down the Nachal Eisan (X9on%2) it already has a Din of Issur even though it has not yet
accomplished what it had to accomplish. So Abaye says that this is enough to Assur. Rava says
that it is no Raya as it is the beginning of the Mitzvah, that is the Guf Hamitzvah even though it is
not complete, still. At any rate, this is the Machlokes of Hazmana Milsa or Lav Milsa.

The very first Schmooze I heard from my Rebbi Rav Pam, took place during my early years in the
Bais Medrash when my Rebbi ho at the time was Rav Elya Chazzan Zichrono Livracha was not in
Yeshiva on an Erev Shabbos and I went to Rav Pam's Schmooze. It was a little before Shavuos as
I recall, and he gave a Schmooze which I was to hear from him again in future years.

The Schmooze had to do with Hazmana Milsa and Hazmana Lav Milsa Hi. Essentially what the
Schmooze was about was the fact that we find an exception. Rava holds that Hazmana is nothing
except by Guf Hakedusha. By the Klaf, by the parchment of the Kedusha itself. In other words by
the Tefillin bag Hazmana Lav Milsa Hi, by shrouds of a Meis Hazmana Lav Milsa Hi. When you

26



talk about the parchment on which the Sefer Torah itself will be written, or the Tefillin themselves
will be written, there Hazmana Milsa Hi.

Rav Pam said in the name of the Bais Halevi that the same thing holds true regarding a person. A
human being is the Klaf of Torah She'baal Peh and Hazmana Milsa Hi. If a person dedicates
himself, devotes himself and commits himself to becoming a Talmid Chochom, it does something
to the person. The person raises his stature, raises his Kedusha and Hazmana Milsa Hi on the Guf
Ha'adam, on the person himself. So that there is an extraordinary Chashivus for a person being
able to do that.

Rav Schwab in this week's Parsha (Sefer Mayan Bais Hashoeva page # 424 - 425) brings a similar
idea regarding what Chazal call a Ben Olam Habo. Somebody who is considered even while he is
in Olam Hazeh to be a Ben Olam Habo and he brings four examples. Hakovesih Yitzro, someone
who is able to squash his evil inclination when he faces a Nisayon. Or somebody who is Maitiv
L'acheirim, kind to others. Or someone who distances himself from Sheker. Or Ham'aneig Es
Hashabbos which is Mai'ain Olam Habo. These are considered to be Mai'ain Olam Habo in this
world. Why?

Says Rav Schwab something similar to what Rav Pam said. These concepts, these four ideas are
all Mai'ain Olam Habo. In Olam Habo there is no Sheker it is all Emes. It is a Yom Shekulo
Shabbos. It is a place where there is no Yeitzer Hora, Hakovesih Es Yitzro. It is a place of Kulo
Tov and Maitiv L'acheirim.

Someone who does a Hazmana Milsa Hi, someone who prepares himself in any of these ways to
be a Ben Olam Habo is Zoche already in this world, the preparation does it. The idea in all of these
Nekudos is that the Hachana, the commitment, the dedication is really a tremendous opportunity
to raise a person's level. That is what Elul and the Aseres Yemai Teshuva are all about. It is all
about commitment, a commitment, a desire, a Ratzon. However, weak we may be in carrying it
out, but there has to be that strong will and desire. Hazmana Milsa Hi. When you prepare yourself
something comes from it. So two thoughts. One thought regarding Hazmana Milsa Hi, preparing
yourself and one regarding doing a Mitzvah as completely as one can.

3 - Topic - A thought regarding an apparent Stira between two Rashis.

Let me share with you an apparent Stira between two Rashis in this week's Parsha. The Rashis are
in Pesukim which follow each other, Posuk 13 and 14. The Posuk before and after Chamishi. Posuk
13 (37%% 7 oy ,man oonn). One of the challenging Pesukim. (720n onn). People today always
want not only Segulos but even magic in order to be able to predict the future. ( 7377 Qv ,7270 2790
72R8). The Torah says don't. Zagt Rashi what is the Mitzva of (7>5%% 1) oy ,m0n o°nn)?

So Rashi says (M7°nyn IR Mpnn X?71) don't try to know what the future holds. (2% R2°w 771 93 K9
PN MY AN TR Nnna 9ap). To be part of HKB'"H, connected, trust that HKB"H will lead you
in a good way but don't try to know ahead of time what is coming. A beautiful message (,7270 2720
PR N ay).

The next Posuk says that the Goyim around you (-28) 2°3¥n-5%--0niR W11> 7R W 7787 22137 °3

PR N7 T2 103,19 XO--10R) ;wnw? ,0oep). The nations around you look for sorcery to predict the
future. They do things like hands on healing. All the magical things that are going to change things
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in the future. Don't do them. (3°9%% 7172 9% 103,12 X?). All right. A very consistent Posuk. What
about Rashi?

Rashi says why should you not go to sorcerers? Zagt Rashi in Posuk 14 on (7728 7777 77 103,12 X?)
that (2020 2R Q°R°217 HY 71OW 7MW W 2ON0P PR 2w R ) go to the Neviim and go
to the Urim V'tumim. What? Rashi just said don't go to (2°n0p X1 0°11wn), why? Because trust
Hashem for the future. Don't think that you have to know ahead of time. The next Rashi says don't
try to learn the future because you can go to a Navi or the Urim V'tumim. Pilai Pelaim!

Someone suggested that a Yachid is (777 2°nn) and for the Tzibbur you go to the Urim V'tumim.
It is fine but it just does not fit into the two Pesukim. (7°5%% 77 oy ,720n 0°»n) and then ( 2137 °2
7787) is a continuation, it is one Hemshich. Certainly it needs an explanation and that I leave for
your Shabbos table. Wishing one and all an absolutely wonderful Shabbos Kodesh!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5777
1 - Topic - Shana Rishona

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Shoftim, we begin the month of Elul. I personally have come
back to Chutz L'aretz from Eretz Yisrael hoping to carry with me some of the Avir that one is
Zoche to absorb when he goes to Eretz Yisrael, Halevai it should last a long time.

One Nekuda which I saw in Eretz Yisrael which I have to share with you is the idea of Mesiras
Nefesh. An idea of a person giving up things that he has in order to further his learning of Torah,
his Davening with Minyan, his Frumkeit in general. The Mesiras Nefesh in Eretz Yisrael doesn't
begin to compare to what we have here in Chutz L'aretz.

In Eretz Yisrael you go and buy nuts, it is exactly the same nut stand as there was 40 years ago.
Probably the same metal barriers around the nuts, the nuts are fresh but everything else is exactly
the same. You go here and it is so painful, you go into the Yiddishe stores in the country and there
are a lot of new Yiddishe supermarkets. I don't know what the Goyim think, the Goyim don't have
such stores. The Goyim in the country never saw such things. The Yidden should be the main
eaters, consumers of the most expensive foods! Jewish ads should have pictures of cuts of meat in
full color? All kinds of cuts of meat, all this food which you don't see L'havdil by the Goyim. We
should be the Zolilai Basar, it hurts so much to see the Mesiras Nefesh that they have in Eretz
Yisrael and to come here and to see the excesses you have here in Gashmius.

Let me tell you about the Chosson you have mentioned here in this week's Parsha. A Chosson
doesn't go to Milchama because he starts his Shana Rishona. What is so important about the Shana
Rishono of a Chosson? Ok, we understand that a husband and wife begin their life together. When
I was in Eretz Yisrael, I saw something extraordinary. It is well-known that a Chosson that gets
married Mochlin Lo Al Kol Avonasov. It is a Yerushalmi that says that when a Chosson gets
married Mochlin Lo Al Kol Avonasov. They brought a Kasha there from the Sefer Kesser Nivchar
I believe that it was also quoting from the Rif and the Ein Yaakov on Yevamos 63. The Kasha that
is asked is that there is a Gemara in Kiddushin which talks about someone who gets married Al
Menas She'ani Tzaddik Gamur, on the condition that he is a Tzaddik, so we have a Safeik if he did
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Teshuva, if he is a Tzaddik or not. The Kasha is what are you talking about as once he gets married
Mochlin Lo Al Kol Avonasov. So Mimela he is a Tzaddik Gamur. What is the Shaila?

He answers with an important Yesod. Nothing is given as a gift for no accomplishment in this
world. If you see something available for free, it is probably worthless. There is no free, there is
no Chinom, a person has to earn Olam Habo. A person has to earn Ruchnios. Zagt the Rif on the
Rambam, what is the idea that a Chosson Mochlin Lo Al Kol Avonasov?

The Mechila gets put in a box. When a Chosson gets married it is incumbent upon him to start a
new life, to leave behind his Narishkeit. When a Chosson gets married he has to marry with his
strengths, with the things about him which are positive. Every person has things that are positive
about him and things that are not so positive. Some people like to make funny jokes. They also
have strengths and they also understand the obligations to Daven with Minyan every day and to
have Sedorim Kevu'im. Who do they marry? A girl that likes their jokes or a girl that likes their
Sedorim Kevu'im and Davening with Minyan. There are different types of Chassanim out there.

A Chosson gets married and we put his Mechila in a box and we see how is his life beginning.
How is his life starting now that he is beginning a new Haschala. He leaves behind his Narishkeitin
and he is Mochlin Lo Al Kol Avonasov, he is starting again. He deserves it. He has a certain
Mesiras Nefesh and devotion.

On the other hand, if he doesn't leave behind his Narishkeitin, if he goes and begins and starts with
the Narishkeitin further, could it be that Mochlin Lo Al Kol Avonasov. We give a Kvittel to a
Chosson. What type of Chosson? If when he was Chosson Kallah he wasn't Zahir in the Halachos
and he had Shailos in Abizraihu D'aroyos, he did things that were improper, someone like that you
are going to give a Kvittel to, someone like that you are going to be Mochlin Lo Al Kol Avonasov?
Of course not! It is a Yerida.

A Chosson who sees in the Kedusha in going to the Chuppah, who sees the Shechina L'mayla up
on the Chuppah, the Shechina is Sh'ruya Bei'nethem. Someone who sees that that is something
else. The Mesiras Nefesh to begin again, that is what it is Talui in. Shana Rishona is an Avoda of
a new Haschala, of a new beginning. You can't pull the Chosson out of the house. He is starting a
new Haschala, him and his new wife towards the Ribbono Shel Olam, B'aliya. Going up the Sulam
Shel Aliya. Going up step by step. Every Chosson who is a Yir'a Shamayim is Mekabeil new things
on himself. He undertakes new parts of Avodas Hashem. He starts with Kedusha. That is what
Shana Rishono is about.

2 - Topic - Haftorah of Shoftim

I would like to share with you a thought on the Haftorah from Rav Chaim Kanievsky and this
answers the following Kasha. This Kasha is not mentioned by Rav Chaim, it is my Kasha. In
Bentching we say (3%5777 ninog) nivaw niaiv niniwa 1% 920 21D 93107 R0237 3198 DX 1Y 19Y RI).
Now we know, that Eliyahu will tell us that Moshiach is coming tomorrow. The Gemara says in
Eiruvin 43b (top of the page) that the day before Eliyahu will tell us that Moshiach is coming
tomorrow. What is (ninn3) nivaw niaiv niniwa). What is the Lashon Rabbim. What are the many
Besuros that Eliyahu brings? It should say it in Lashon Yachid, Besura Tova. Turn to the Haftorah.
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In this week's Haftorah, which is in Yeshaya 52 we have a well-known Posuk. 52:7 (-7¥ MX3-n

Zagt Rav Chaim Kanievsky, we find three Gemaras about Eliyahu coming, 1) in the Gemara in
Eiruvin 43 that Eliyahu Hanavi will tell us about Moshiach's arrival being imminent, 2) in the end
of Maseches Eduyos that Moshiach will come and bring peace to the world, peace between people
who don't get along, peace among the nations, there will be Shalom. The third, there are numerous
Gemaras, in Maseches Menachos 45, Berachos 35, that Eliyahu will tell us Halachos (from all of
the Taikus). We say Tishbi Yetareitz Kushyos V'abayos. That Eliyahu Hanavi will be Megaleh to
us parts of Torah that are hidden from us, that we don't understand.

So Eliyahu comes for three things. Of course to tell us about Moshiach but also to bring Shalom
and also to be Megaleh to us Inyanim Shel Torah. Zagt Rav Chaim Kanievsky, those are the three
Nekudos in the Parsha. (2i2¢ y°nwn) he is going to bring peace to the world, (2iv 2an) Zagt Rav
Chaim Kanievsky, Ain Tov Ela Torah, it refers to Divrei Torah and (7y3? ¥yn¥n) of course the
Yeshua of Moshiach coming. Ad Kan Divrei Rav Chaim Kanievsky.

Mimeila we go back to Bentching and we understand (niaiv niniw'a 1% 2tp2) Tovos Zagt Rav
Chaim Kanievsky is Torah, (ni2iu niniwa) he is going to be Megaleh to us, Darshun for us Inyanei
Torah that we don't know. He is going to be Megaleh to us Halachos. (nivaw?) is Moshiach's
coming. (ning1)) is the Shalom that will be in Klal Yisrael among Yidden. Something that we need
desperately, the idea of people getting along. (32 2%2") is a list of things that Eliyahu will bring.

Lest you think that Rav Chaim is Darshuning and of course Rav Chaim is Darshuning from a Yedia
of Kol Hatorah Kula, but you will say that it is not so clear. If you look in the Piut of Eliyahu
Hanavi, Eliyahu Hatishbi, Eliyahu Hagil'adi that is said by many on Motzoei Shabbos, all three
are mentioned. Ish Tishbi Al Shemo Nikra. Tatzlicheinu Al Yado Batorah. It talks B'feirush that
Eliyahu Hanavi is coming and will bring Hatzlacha in Torah. And what does it say, Tashi'ainu
Mipiv B'sora Torah Bim'haira. When it talks about Torah it uses the Lashon Besora Tovah which
is exactly what Rav Chaim said that Ain Tov Ela Torah.

Then it says Ashrei Mi Shera'a Panav Bachalom. Ashrei Mi Shenasan Lo Shalom, V'hechezir Lo
Shalom. Hashem Yevareich Es Amo Bashalom. It talks about Shalom being the purview of
Eliyahu's coming. Of course it says in Malachai 3:23 (01> Ri2 ,39%--8°237 M98 X ,097 02 *2I% 137
X7123) ,21733 ,7777). Of course it talks about Eliyahu coming before Moshiach's coming.

So Mimeila there are three parts of the Gilui of Eliyahu coming are all mentioned here. The Achake
Lo with the Yeshuos that will come with Eliyahu Hanavi. But not just that, the Shalom which we
so desperately need, there is less and less Shalom by Klal Yisrael and Mishpachos as time goes
on. The Gilui in Torah, our Havanos in Torah are weakened as there is Yeridos Hadoros. Mimeila
that is something that we Daven for, with a tremendous Leiv Shalom, with a tremendous heart of
desire, not only for Moshiach's coming but for all of the aspects of Eliyahu coming.
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3 - Topic - Elul

If in fact we understand, and we have an appreciation that the Ikkur by far and away, the one single
Ikkur in Klal Yisrael is Mesiras Nefesh. We see it in the Acheinu Shel Bnei Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael
who are Moser Nefesh. The Baalei Teshuva who give up a whole life, a successful life with good
friends, boyfriends and girlfriends and family for Torah, and the Yidden who sit and learn there
with Mesiras Nefesh, we too have to be Moser Nefesh

Boruch Hashem we have what to eat, Boruch Hashem we don't have to sacrifice Mishpacha. But
we have to give up something for Torah. We have to be Mekabeil something to be able to have a
connection to Torah. Zi Ken Nisht Zain, it can't be that we go year to year the same people. Rav
Pam always told us to make Kabbalos, to undertake things, new things. Things that we didn't do
before. Where are you? You can't give up a little eating, a little drinking, something for Avodas
Hashem.

Next Thursday night we start the Mishmar again. 4 Mishmars until Yom Kippur. You can't come?
How are you going to explain to the Ribbono Shel Olam that you weren't Mavir Sedra, you don't
have time. You were begged all the time to come to Mishmar. How are you going to explain that
you fall behind in the Daf, you can come to the Mishmar.

We are learning the 5" Perek in Avoda Zora, a Geshmake Perek, Hilchos Taruvos, Gevaldig. We
are learning an Amud a week, we are starting the 5" Perek next week. Why don't you join us?
There are many sites of Mishmar. Our place is Avenue S and east 22™ street. If you will come
regularly we will get you a parking spot. People complain that the parking is hard. It is true, the
parking is hard. When Moshiach will come it will be hard to get near him also. Have a little Mesiras
Nefesh. If you will come regularly we will get you a parking place too, B'kevua. But you have to
commit. Mesiras Nefesh, if you are devoted to it and undertake it, if you want to have a Gut
Gebenched Yar you have to do something to have a Gut Gebenched Yar. Do something to make
it a sacrifice, a devotion. It is not free. Things are not free. You have to undertake a new Haschala.

As we go marching Elul, to Rosh Hashana, to Yom Kippur, let's make it meaningful, let's make it
something with permanence, something with Mesiras Nefesh. A Gutten Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5776

1. This week I would like to share with you an Inyan of Machshava and an Inyan of Halacha. Let's
start with the Halacha first. As you know, in this week's Parsha we have a Mitzvah for a Melech
to have a Sefer Torah. In addition to the regular Sefer Torah which every Yid has a Mitzvah to
write, a Melech has a Mitzvah to have an additional Sefer Torah and I think that there is a little bit
of confusion as to how exactly the second Sefer Torah, the Melech's Sefer Torah which had to be
with him all the time, how it was treated.

It actually says B'feirush in the Gemara in Maseches Sanhedrin 21b (12 lines from the bottom)
(12 22 12 NN NARY 1Y NDIDN AREY ROV DAX NININ DY MWD 2m "3 7Iwn IR 12 207 X207
W2 AN YN PR AMR W) MY NoIdN IRXY1Y 7nR) that the king had two Sifrei Torah, one
which he stored just like every Yid who had a Sefer Torah and the second one he made small and
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as something hanging on a chain and it would be on his arm all of the time. This is what the Gemara
says (1°11 °1n 9212 Xp1 1y anv). This is something which he has with him always.

The problem is that the Rambam doesn't mention this (Ed. Note: Sefer Shoftim, Hilchos Melachim,
Perek Gimmel, Halacha Aleph). The Rambam mentions to have two Sifrei Torah but he doesn't
mention this idea that the king went with it and wore it all of the time. This is not mentioned in the
Rambam. The Lechem Mishna there in Hilchos Melachim wonders why this is not brought down.
(Ed. Note: this can be found in Dibbur Hamaschil 2771 5"1 %1772 Xn°KR °277) (7907 MR 1Pi°anT)
7210 ¥ R0 TWIT 11°20 20D RY ORDR IR QW AWRaAWw 727 .¥"¥2 1103 00 MoYan vyaw pao21 R0 2"
172 2w "1 TRY RN TAMYRY KX 71w 10K TR 1D ORT NP1T ARy (:N"J "]7) oW XN1022 KRPT IWINT2
bINAT YR MY RO OIWHT ORTY TM20 ROIT 11991 RDIT N2 PIONT N°22 DO A a0 0wH ROR O
(W2 MO0 DRI Y M MY AN WY IR 92w 119 IR MARP Wan R 70D IRDT 19TN).

I would like to share with you a Rogatchover (1858 - 1936). The Tzafnas Paneiach was famous
for pulling things out of left field and finding Mekoros for things which are not anticipated and he
does that here as well. As a matter of fact, he finds the Halacha in Dinei Muktzeh which is a source
for the Rambam.

As many of you know, the Gemara says in Maseches Shabbos 30b that a person who has passed
away, a dead body, is Muktza on Shabbos and it is Assur to move. It is like Eitzim and Avanim, it
has no use on Shabbos so it is not allowed to be moved. What happens if the Meis is in a place
where it is a Bizayon. The Meis is someone who fell and died and it is a Bizayon to leave him
there. The Gemara actually brings this Shaila. Not only does it bring this Shaila but it discusses
the Shaila in a specific case. The Gemara tells the story of Dovid Hamelech.

Dovid Hamelech was learning on Shabbos and was distracted. When he stopped learning the Satan
caused him to fall and die. So that he died on Shabbos. The Gemara (7 lines from the top) relates
that his son Shlomo Hamelech sent a Shaila to the Sanhedrin. He asked them what is the Din ( Xax
nnna S nn) if there is a Meis whose body is lying in the sun and it is a Bizayon because the
Meis will decompose, are we allowed to move such a Meis on Shabbos.

The Gemara brings that they answered him and we Pasken (?1°n R 932 1%y n17). Put a non-
Muktzeh thing on the Meis (?12°n X 123), a child or a loaf of bread and then you are allowed to
move the Meis Atu the Davar that is not Muktza. You can't do that to anything that is Muktzeh but
in the case of a Meis by putting a Kikar or Tinok it is Muttar to move that Meis.

The Mordechai there is Shabbos Daf Lamed says that even if the Meis is just wearing a jacket you
can move the Meis Atu the jacket that he is wearing. This is what the Mordechai says and it is
brought L'dina.

Freigt the Magen Avraham and the Taz, in Siman Shin Yud Aleph, Taz S'if Kotton 4, the Magen
Avraham is S'if Kotton 16, they ask how can the Mordechai say that, you are allowed to move a
Meis if he is wearing a Beged and you don't need a Kikar or Tinok. If he is wearing something it
is adequate, so why did Shlomo Hamelech send a Shaila to the Sanhedrin and then reply to put on
him a Kikar or Tinok. Dovid certainly wasn't undressed when he was sitting and learning he was
certainly wearing something. If so, you should be allowed to move Dovid Hamelech because of
the Begadim which he was wearing.
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The Taz brings an answer, that every human being who is wearing a Beged and dies that Beged is
something Muttar, the jacket can be worn by others and that is Mattir moving the Meis. However,
in the case of a king it is different. One of the rules of Kavod Melech is that no one else is allowed
to wear his clothing. A Beged that is worn by a Melech may not be worn by an ordinary person.
Zagt the Taz very Geshmak. A regular person you are allowed to move because he is wearing
Begadim and therefore, you don't need a Kikar or Tinok. In the case of Dovid Hamelech, Shlomo
had a very unique Shaila. He told the Sanhedrin, I know that you are allowed to move a Meis if he
is wearing clothing. But in the case of my father, the king, the clothing themselves are now Muktza
because it has no use. What do I do? They said bring a Kikar or Tinok. This is a Gemara, this is a
Mordechai, and a Taz which seems to have nothing to do with a Shaila of a Sefer Torah.

Comes the Rogatchover and he says brilliantly. He says if the Halacha is that the king is wearing
a Sefer Torah, certainly the king's Sefer Torah after his death it was not buried and that Sefer Torah
others are allowed to use. If Dovid was wearing a Sefer Torah so what was the Shaila, of course
you can move him.

Zagt the Rogatchover that it is a Raya from this Gemara that this Gemara disagrees with the
Gemara in Sanhedrin and holds that a king does not wear a Sefer Torah. Mimaila the Rambam
who Paskens like this Gemara in Dinai Muktzeh, Paskens like this Gemara that the king does not
have to wear a Sefer Torah. Ad Kan, these are the words of the Rogatchover. We see how Gedolei
Yisrael for whom all of Shas was open before them could see connections from one Gemara to
another Gemara, how beautiful.

This reminds me of what another one of the geniuses of Klal Yisrael once said. Rav Kreiswirth
(1918 - 2001) once said something beautiful. The Gemara in Rosh Hashana 28a (8 lines from the
bottom) talks about someone who eats Matzah on Pesach because a Goy forced him. Is he Yotzei?
The language of the Gemara is (2079 171%55W) a Persian forced him to eat Matzah is he Yotzei or
not? That is the Gemara.

Rav Kreiswirth said why did it say a Persian forced him, a Goy forced him, why Dafka a Persian?
[ have no idea why a Persian why not a Chinaman, I have no idea. Rav Kreiswirth to whom Shas
was on his fingertips, said Poshut. We know that if you eat Matzah you have to eat it B'haseiba,
leaning over. There is a Gemara in the 7th Perek of Berachos (Ed. Note: I believe that this
discussion is on 46b 19 lines from the top) that says B'inyanei Haseiba Parsiim are more Makpid
than anyone else. So it has to be Kafui Parsi V'achal Matzah. Anybody else who forced him then
it would be without Haseiba. Kafui Parsi then it is with Haseiba. My point is not the Haseiba point
but how Gedolei Yisrael, the giants of Klal Yisrael had Shas opened before them and everything
was interconnected. How beautiful!

2. Let me turn to an Inyan of Machshava. We have the Mitzvah of Hakhel. Hakhel was a Mitzvah
in the time of the Bais Hamikdash the year after Shemitah where at the end of Sukkos all of Klal
Yisrael gathered together. We find in Nach very often that Yidden gathered together in times of
need and made a Bris, they were Mekabeil on themselves once again to keep the words of Torah.
The idea of a Kabbalah is a very appropriate idea for the Elul time of the year. The idea of being
Mekabeil things, be Mekabeil what, we are Mechuyav anyway. A Kabbalah is a big thing.
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The Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaath, Rav Yosef Savitsky who spoke at the Pesicha (of the new
Elul Zman), said a beautiful Machshava. He said how do you know that a Kabbalah is a big thing?
We say every morning (MNW7? 792 703 1213 0°93 7031 1RD0 210 70 IWK:

MYI77 "N N1PDID A2 D°2YRI DO IWN 1RYD 11WR) how fortunate are we, how good is our lot.
We get up every morning and we say together before we start Davening and we say ("7 9870 yay
fortunate we are to have the Mitzvah of Tefillin, how fortunate we are to have the Mitzvah of
Lulav. What is the (3?7 231 n 31°7wR) Dafka by Shema Yisrael?

He answered, every Mitzvah you do, you finish the Mitzvah, you put it away, you have the
Mitzvah. Mitzvah D'idna D'afsik Bai Maigin Umatzil. When you do a Mitzvah you have a special
Cheilek that you are doing a Mitzvah. Kriyas Shema is different in one way. Shema Yisrael and
V'ahavta has Kabbalas Ol Malchus Shamayim. It is a Kabbalah. (y»¢ ax 7°71) the second section
of Kriyas Shema is Kabbalas Ol Mitzvos. It is a Kabbalah, it is something that doesn't just end.
Every morning and every evening we remind ourselves to be Mekabeil the ( '7 39728 '7 98w vov/
708) Ol Malchus Shamayim. It lasts. It is something that when it is done it is a preparation for the
rest of our day. (3PP 2 7 11°7WR) is connected to being Mekabeil, to having Kabbalos. Therefore,
these Mitzvos are singled out. The Mitzvah of Shema by Shacharis and Shema by Arvis is
something to have a lasting effect for the day to come. A beautiful Mekor, a beautiful thought for
the Gadlus of coming together and making Kabbalos.

This idea answers to me a Kasha which I had. Our Kriyas Shema is 3 Parshios, Shema, V'haya Im
Shemoa, and the Parsha of Tzitzis. Why should Tzitzis be singled out to the ending of Kriyas
Shema? Kabbalas Ol Malchus Shamayim and Kabbalas Mitzvos I understand. The Tzitzis is a
Mitzvah it is a wonderful Mitzvabh, it is one of the Taryag. Why is that connected to Kriyas Shema?

But if the whole idea of Kriyas Shema which is geared to having a lasting effect for the day, then
we understand (7 Mx¥» 92 N 0p7217 IR 2n°R7)Y'). The idea of wearing Tzitzis all day is that when
you are at work and there is a time of Nisayon you should look at your Tzitzis. It should remind
you of what you do. (ap7217) it is supposed to also have a remaining effect for the day to come.

I'know a person, I am very close with. He had a Yerida, he had a Nisayon and he fell in with things
that he wasn't supposed to be doing, looking at things that he shouldn't on the internet and he fell
into a terrible Yerida. When it came out he was very broken. The question was how to pick himself
up again. I told him, be Mehadeir in Mitzvos Tzitzis. Tzitzis is supposed to remind you all day of
(22°1°y "8 02227 R 17NN &9)). [ was very gratified to meet him later and he started wearing his
Tzitzis out. In Yeshiva he didn't wear his Tzitzis out. In work he goes with his Tzitzis out. It is
already many years later and he still does. I am gratified to see that he took this Parsha of Tzitzis
and he made it meaningful to him, something which lasts. And so, the Shema that we say, Kabbalas
Ol Malchus Shamayim, Kabbalas Mitzvos, and the Mitzvah of Tzitzis (31217 j¥n?) it is something
that is supposed to last. (7 M¥» %2 N¥ OR7271 DR 2n°K7') something which has a lasting effect.

So with these two thoughts, first a Dvar Halacha but really the Gadlus of the Gedolei Yisroel and
connecting different things, different connections in Torah, all of Torah is interrelated, and the
idea of the Mitzvah of (Mnw> 792 711 1393 2°¥3 723 ARYD 2w 1) and to make use of it. These are
ideas which are beautiful ideas. We should make use of it as we come now closer and closer,
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inching towards Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur. Hopefully Taf Shin Ayin Zayin which should be a
year of Yeshua and Chizuk for all of Klal Yisrael. A Gutten Shabbos to all.

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5775

1. This week I would like to share with you a number of ideas that I believe are all Yesodosdika
ideas. The first idea being something well connected to Tanach. This is an idea expressed by Rav
Hutner in two places. One in the Mamarei Sukkos 116 and also in the Igros of Rav Hutner 85.
There he addresses the idea that in Nach we find numerous times that different Neviim in different
periods gathered all of Klal Yisrael for an Asifa, for a gathering and in the gathering they seem to
be Mekabeil the Torah or are Koreis Bris. It is a very general gathering to dedicate oneself to the
obligations that exist in the Torah anyhow. We find this from the days of Yehoshua, at the end of
Sefer Yehoshua all the way through to the last of the Kesuvim and that is Nechemya who does it
as well in Perek 9.

The explanation is based on a Posuk in this week's Parsha 18:16. The Torah refers to Kabbalas
Hatorah as (?7p7 01°2 ,27172) the day of the gathering. Rav Hutner sees in that a Yesod to every
Hakhel, every gathering, that they are all there as an extension of Kabbalas Hatorah. The Yesod
he explains can be found in Sefer Shmuel where Shmuel appoints Shaul as the first King. We find
in Navi that when Shaul is appointed as King the people are Mezalzeil Bo, the people don't consider
him to be a significant person and they feel that he is not going to be much help. As a matter of
fact, after Shmuel tells not only Shaul but the people that Shaul is King, he goes back to tend to
the animals. Then there is a battle, a Milchama with Amon, and Shaul comes and saves Klal
Yisrael. After that, the people are moved to appreciate Shaul. Shmuel makes a gathering. He calls
it a gathering as it says in Shmuel I 11:14 (791773 ,o¥ wWn). Let us get together and together
(72915 ,0% WIn) to renew our dedication to the kingdom. That idea, is the idea of a gathering of
Klal Yisrael. The idea of the Mitzvah of Hakhel which as you know took place every seven years
in the Bais Hamikdash and all of the gatherings that we find in Tanach. It is the idea that to be
Mekabeil something, does not have to mean that you are not obligated, you are Mekabeil to be
obligated. Meaning, even if you have a previous obligation to do something, there is an idea to be
Mechadeish that Kabbalah. Of doing it anew and in that way being rededicated and more devoted
to the cause to which a person is rededicating himself. Therefore, that is the idea of Klal Yisrael
having the constant Asifos, gatherings to rededicating themselves with a feeling of Ahavah, Chibah
to something that they were Mekabeil before.

I sometimes think of the holocaust survivors, the generation in which I grew up, the children of
survivors when they made very elaborate Bar Mitzvahs. The Bar Mitzvahs then were like the
wedding of that day. Naturally, the reason was the Simcha of the joy of being able to renew the
families that had been so cruelly destroyed and being able to once again to make Bar Mitzvahs and
start a chain in a person's family. To a great degree, it was an Asifa of being Mekabeil the Torah
with a Chavivus, with a Chibah as Klal Yisrael did with Shaul. It was a sense that despite all of
the pain and disappointment there is a renewal of Klal Yisrael. That is really what that seemed to
be about.

From this we go to the Ben Yehoyada in Berachos 28. The Ben Yehoyada writes there that the

idea of a person celebrating his birthday. A birthday is a day where you come to an age, a new
number, the years are going by. The idea of a birthday he says is an idea of being Mechadeish
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one's devotion, one's dedication to the purpose of his life. The idea of celebrating a birthday is a
Hischadshus. It is just one more day in your life but it is a road marker. It is like someone who
travels from NYC up to the Catskills and he gets to a certain point that he gets onto the 17, onto a
highway that is more than halfway there. That mile is no different than any other mile in his trip,
but as you all know when you get onto the 17 you begin a new leg, it is a Hischadshus, it is a relief
to be holding at that point. The same thing when a birthday comes. It is a Hischadshus, it is an
opportunity to rededicate oneself, to feel again the ideas, the values for which we live.

The Ben Yehoyada goes on. He says that Rosh Hashono is humanity's birthday. It is the birthday
of all human beings. Zeh Hayom Techilas Ma'asecha. It is the day on which Adam was created.
Therefore, that too is an Asifa, to rededicate oneself to the things that we have already been
dedicated to, but to do so with a feeling of Hischadshus, a feeling of renewal.

In Yeshiva the new Zman begins, Elul. Everyone comes with a sense of Hischadshus. If you have
elementary school children, they are starting a new year in a new grade, with a brand new briefcase,
and a brand new loose leaf. There is a sense of Hischadshus. I once asked my wife why she has to
buy them briefcases as last year's briefcase is perfect. Why buy them loose leafs if you already
bought them a loose leaf in middle of last year. My wife correctly explained to me that you have
to start the school year with a shiny new briefcase, with new pencils, with a new loose leaf. It
doesn't last as new for very long. But that feeling of Hischadshus is crucial. Certainly when a Zman
begins in a Bais Medrash again, there is a renewal. What about people who are not going back to
Yeshiva, what about people who are working in the jobs that they have? They have to create that
Hischadshus, they have to make it happen. I am talking to all of you.

It is the end of a summer, you are coming back, it is time to rededicate oneself, to take upon oneself
a sense of newness, a sense of Hischadshus in serving Hashem. All those hours you spent weekly
Shlepping to the country, perhaps shopping for things you had to bring to the country, those hours
now have to be used to serve HKB"H. Today is Thursday, next Thursday August 27th is the first
Mishmar night. If you live in Brooklyn you are welcome to join us at the Agudah of Madison on
Avenue S and east 22nd street. If you live elsewhere, well I recommend you fly in or make the
trip. But if there is a Shul in your neighborhood, get people together, a sense of newness, a sense
of Hischadshus. There are only 3 or 4 Thursday nights, Mishmar, until Rosh Hashono, Yom
Kippur. For these 4 Thursday nights you can do it. Even if you feel you can't do it all year. Go to
the Bais Medrash and be there until later at night. Make something happen. Take Maseches Rosh
Hashono. Take the second or third Perek, both are short Perakim, 5 Blatt or so and in 4 Mishmar
nights you can learn it. You can do it. It talks about the Mitzvah of Shofar in the third Perek. Learn
about it. Make something happen. An Asifa for Hischadshus.

2. I would like to move on to a second thought. In this week's Parsha we have the Arei Miklat, the
42 cities of the Leviim and the 6 special Arei Miklat which are cities that are cities of refuge for
someone who kills Beshogeig. I would like to share with you a thought which I had originally
heard in the name of Rav Nachman of Breslov, afterwards in the name of the Gerrer Rebbe the
Pnei Menachem and then the Oheiv Yisrael, all Chassidishe sources and then to my surprise I see
that Rav Schwab as well deals with this idea, this concept. That is, there are 6 Arei Miklat,
designated Arei Miklat and 42 additional Arei Leviim that rescue someone who kills Beshogeig.
Kriyas Shema, the Posuk (708 "7 3798 '7 2Xw° ynW) has 6 words. The Parsha of V'ahavta has 42

words. That Parsha of Kabbalas Ol Malchus Shamayim is an Ir Miklat for somebody who wants
to help himself, someone who is not capable of serving Hashem. It is hard to do Teshuva on all
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the things that you have done, but if you run to the Ir Miklat, if you run to Kabbalas Ol Malchus
Shamayim it is something that can help you.

What is the difference between the 6 cities and the 42? One of the differences is that in the 6 cities
the person who killed Beshogeig could live rent free. There were designated Arei Miklat, someone
who murdered Beshogeig got first rights to live there. The other 42 cities were designated Arei
Leviim, someone who came there had to pay rent. So you could imagine, if it was a wealthy man
who killed Beshogeig he would run to any of the 48 cities. If it was a poor man who killed
Beshogeig he would run to one of the 6 cities we he could live rent free. So too, somebody who is
strong in his Avodas Hashem can find in any part of this Parsha of this Kriyas Shema his
connection to the Ribbono Shel Olam. In the Mitzvah of Mezuza, in the Mitzva of (3°)27 annuw)),
wherever you want. Somebody who is weak, runs to (708 "7 2378 "7 28w vaw). The Yesod of
Yiddishkeit is the Posuk of Shema, the 6 Arei Miklat.

I saw recently in the Tanna D'vei Eliyahu that the 48 Neviim are K'negged the 48 words of the
first Parsha of Kriyas Shema. I saw this in the original source in the Tanna D'vei Eliyahu and I
didn't see any Meforshim who explain this. I was wondering how could you break off 6 Neviim
from the 48 to make it 6 and 42? I don't know. I was thinking perhaps 6 before Mattan Torah and
42 after. But according to Rashi's calculation Avraham, Yitzchok, Yaakov, Moshe, and Aaron
were the only 5 (not 6) before Mattan Torah and not 6 before Mattan Torah. Therefore, I leave that
for you to work on. If you come up with a good answer or a Mar Makom I am willing to hear it.
This is the idea, the meaning I guess of wherever we will find the 48 some connection to the Arei
Miklat or maybe it is the Arei Miklat that have some connection to the Neviim.

3. I would like to end with a third thought. In 19:8 that even though there are 6 Arei Miklat (-ox)
T223-N8 ,PTOR M7 2°17?). When Hashem will make Eretz Yisrael bigger and Rashi says that this
refers to the days of Moshiach when Klal Yisrael will have the lands of the ( 77X 7% nn? yawi wKR>
171 7131 °1°p) Keini, Kenizi, and the Kadmoni. When those additional 3 lands will be conquered,
19:9 (0w wHY T7iv 7% pooY)) there will be three more cities in the days of Moshiach that are Arei
Miklat.

This as you understand poses many difficulties. Why will we need Arei Miklat in the times of
Moshiach. The Aruch Laneir in Maseches Makkos 9b asked the Kasha (Yeshaya 25:8) ( nyaa v
nx1?) why will it be necessary to have Arei Miklat?

The Chasam Sofer on the Parsha asks that even though it is possible people will be killed
Beshogeig during the time of Moshiach, however, the Mashal Hakadmoni says this will happen
because the killed person will be a Rotzaiach B'maizid. In the time of Moshiach we understand
that there will be no Yeitzer Hora. This is something which needs an explanation.

I can refer you to Rav Chaim Kanievsky's Nachal Eisan, a Sefer on Eglah Arufa in the first Perek,
Os Aleph, footnote Vav where he deals with the Kasha. Because our time is short I leave that as a
Mar Makom and I will share you quickly the Shla's answer in the section Toras Ha'odom I believe
it was Os 167. He says something beautiful.

He says when Moshiach comes the period of Yemos Hamoshiach will also be a period of growth.

Not everything will happen immediately. Not all of the Berachos will happen. People will have to
work on themselves. Yemos Hamoshiach is a period of time. There may not be a Yeitzer Hora. To
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have an Aliya in serving Hashem that will take time. Therefore, says the Shela in the beginning of
the period of Yemos Hamoshiach there will still be people who will kill B'shogeig, there will still
be things that happen to people who are not careful enough and don't have perfection. The Yemos
Hamoshiach period will be a period in which one is to achieve perfection. That is an idea which I
hope to elaborate upon at a future point. But a beautiful idea regarding the Avodah of Yemos
Hamoshiach, the Avodah of Aliya.

With that my time is up for this Shiur and I wish everybody an absolutely wonderful Shabbos, a
meaningful Shabbos, and a meaningful time of preparation for Elul which is already upon us.
Coming back to the city, as the children start Yeshiva with Hischadshus, start your Sedorim with
Hischadshus as well. A Gutten Shabbos!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5774

1. This week I would like to share with you first a thought on the Parsha and then a thought on the
month of Elul which as you know has just begun. The thought of the Parsha has to do with the fact
that [ am a Levi and as I have mentioned often, the Torah very often speaks highly about the
Leviim but when it comes to the actual Mitzvos that are related to the Leviim, individually there
seems to be very little respect for what Leviim have to do relative to the Mitzvos that apply to the
Kohen.

One of the Mitzvos D'oraissa with which the Leviim are charged is the Mitzvah of Shira, the
Mitzvah of singing in the Bais Hamikdash. As is found in 18:7 right after Revii ( 777 a¥2 ,n¥)
1"9%) the Posuk says the Levi will come (n7%)) and he will serve HKB"H (1598 737 ow'2) with the
name of HKB"H. Chazal Darshun from here in Maseches Arachin 11a (2nd wide line), ( D17°w 170X
awaw), what service of HKB"H takes place using Hashem's name? (77°w 77 9K ") that is the
Mitzvah of singing in the Bais Hamikdash. This Mitzvah that the Leviim have to sing at the Korban
1s even M'akeiv in the Korban. As a matter of fact, that is learned from a Posuk in Parshas
Behaloscha 8:19. In Parshas Behaloscha it says that the Leviim are given to the Kohanim ( 7130%)
2R 33-2Y 19271 7Y 7R3 DXIW-13 NTAY-NY T2 28 I TR 1321 190K7 0In) anga-ny).
Chazal Darshun (Arachin 11a 25 lines from the top) that (n25v» 77°w AX N25y7 7792 7). So it is a
Mitzvah to sing with the Korbanos and that is a Mitzvah which is M'akeiv, which must take place.

There is a dispute in the Gemara (Maseches Arachin 11a starting on the 8th line) as to if ( PV
792 17°w) Ikkur Shirah is B'peh or if (*222 77°w 1p°y) Ikkur Shira B'kli. The main part of the singing
in the Bais Hamikdash was the vocal singing or the use of instruments and we Pasken Ikkur Shirah
is B'peh. (Ed. Note: this is found in the Rambam (Sefer Avodah), Hilchos Kli Hamikdash, Perek
Gimmel Halacha Gimmel).

What is strange about this Mitzvah is once again we have a Levi Mitzvah which seems if [ may
say it this way, it seems to get little respect in the sense that it is not expressed B'feirush in the
Torah. The Torah doesn't say anywhere that there has to be singing in the Bais Hamikdash. As a
matter of fact you can learn all of Chumash and go through the whole Chumash with Rashi and
not even bump into the idea that the Leviim have this Mitzvah of singing in the Bais Hamikdash.
Why is it this way? Why is it that this Mitzvah is sort of a hidden Mitzvah?
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Rav Schwab in his Sefer Mayan Bais Hashoeva on Parshas Behaloscha (page # 313) addresses this
briefly and he says rather cryptically Ikkur Shirah B'peh, the main point of singing is with one's
mouth and therefore, it is part of Torah Sheba'al Peh. Of course that needs an explanation as it
seems to be just a play on words of Peh and Peh. Shirah B'peh and it is part of Torah Sheba'al Peh
but still it needs an explanation.

The Nikuda would seem to be that music (singing) is what you make of it. There is a certain power.
One of the seven Chochmos, there are seven sciences that the Torah recognizes as wisdom, and
one of them is the Chochma of music, singing. There is a certain Koach Hashira. It could be that
for some people singing is a fun thing, a sport and it is not much more than that. For other people,
the singing is something that brings them closer to HKB"H.

In the introduction to Pa'as Hashulchan, the author (Rav Yisroel Ben Shmuel Ashkenazi of Shklov
1770 - 1839) writes about his Rebbi the GRA and how the Vilna Gaon when he made a Siyum on
his learning of Shir Hashirim and the Sefer on Shir Hashirim, he said that in the power of song
there is the Koach Shel Techias Hamaisim. The power to be able to bring people back to life.
Sometimes when I hear the wild music coming from cars at red lights I wonder if somehow that is
symbolic of the loud music of Techias Hamaisim. Of course the GRA is not referring to that type
of music but the melodious music which brings a person's Neshama closer to HKB"H.

Therefore, the idea of music is not expressed in Torah She'bichsav. That has to come down as
Toras Baal Peh. You can't write a song, you have to hear a song Baal Peh. It is something that has
to come to the person with the feeling, with the Hergish that is attached with it. It is not just that a
person can't write a song, while I guess musical notes you can, but it is the idea. That the power of
music is something you have to learn from a Rebbi, you have to learn from someone who has a
connection to music.

In the early days of Chassidus there was a Machlokes between Chabad and Breslov as to whether
the Ikkur power of song involves the melody itself or the words that are attached to the melody.
Different people apparently have a different nature. It seems to me that the words that are
connected are most meaningful. That is to say that a person can be singing and enjoying it and it
can be meaningless. Or a person can be singing and being Mekayeim a Mitzvah D'oraissa.

There is a Mitzvah D'oraissa of Davening, (03227-722,172¥73). To speak to HKB"H with your heart.
Now of course we have a Nussach of Davening but the Mitzvah D'oraissa doesn't involve a specific
Nussach. If you are singing words and thinking of their meaning, then you are Mekayeim the
Mitzvah of (03227-222 ,i72¥9). The singing is something that is elevated. And so, ( 17 QY2 ,NW
12K) the Mitzvah of the singing of the Leviim is not expressed clearly, overtly. Not because it is
not Chashuv, not because it is not to be respected but on the contrary because it is so respected,
because it is so important. The Avodah of Shirah is what you make of it. You can't just learn the
words, you have to understand that Shira is something that can bring a person closer to HKB"H.
That is a thought on the Parsha.

2. Now let's move to a thought on the month of Elul. It is interesting that the idea that the word
Elul stands for (°2 >7i7) >717% *3X) Ani L'dodi V'dodi Li. The third Posuk in the 6th Perek in Shir
Hashirim. I am to my beloved and my beloved is to me. The idea that the word Elul is connected
to that originates in the Avudraham and it is brought in virtually every one of the Poskim in the
later generations and is something very well known. Elul is a time to draw close to HKB"H.
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However, Tzorech Iyun, because Tosafos in Maseches Rosh Hashono 7a (13717 11920 *1271) quotes
the Yerushalmi who says that the names of the months that we have, Tishrei, Cheshvan, Teves...
are not Jewish names at all. (5221 07°2 %Y w7 MAY M52 1K) That these are Babylonian
names and these are not Jewish names. They may be Aramaic names. You don't find in Chumash
or in Navi any of these names. It is called Chodesh Harishon, Chodesh Hasheini. There is an
expression of Chodesh Ziv which is a totally different name. These names appear only in Megillas
Esther as well as in the Navi Zecharyah. It appears only later when the Jews returned from Bavel.
Tosafos says they are not Jewish names at all. Therefore, it seems very strange that the word Elul
stands for (°2 >717) >7177 *3X). But Elul is not a Jewish name?

We would understand this better if we knew about Shir Hashirim. Shir Hashirim to most people's
mind is a song of love between a young couple about to be married. It is not so. Certainly not so
about the 6th Perek of Shir Hashirim. There we are talking about a couple that became estranged
and are drawing together again. All of Shir Hashirim is really about the love of a couple that had
a dispute and became distant from each other and are now drawing closer. In 6:1 the Posuk says
(o°w32 1927 ,7717 723 MIX) where have you beloved gone, beautiful among the women. (,7717 732 78
Ty 1Ypan) let's go search for your husband. Rashi says what does this refer to? It refers to a time
that HKB"H said you may build the second Bais Hamikdash and they began to build. They said,
where is Hashem, is he coming back? Are Klal Yisrael and the Ribbono Shel Olam going to make
peace one with the other? And so, (°7 >717) >7177 "1¥) is talking specifically about the time of Binyan
Bayis Sheini. It is talking about a time that a person feels distant from HKB"H and then is able to
come closer to HKB"H again. Therefore, it is not a Kasha that it is the Babylonian name that came
back in the Binyan Bayis Sheini. Because indeed the name Elul is a name for coming back after
the Churban and after the Galus and trying to return to HKB"H. It is true for Klal Yisrael and it is
true for every individual. Every individual who feels distant from HKB"H has the opportunity to
draw close to HKB"H again. It is a little painful that many people look at Shir Hashirim as Pesukim
which seem to be repetitious. Which say the same thing again and again but they really don't
appreciate the great depth of beauty of Shir Hashirim. I advise you to learn the first Pesukim in
Perek 5. Tears can come to your eyes. It is talking about a couple that has been estranged and now
the husband is coming and knocking on the door. He wants to draw close. 5:1 (7792 *nii§ ,*237 °nR2)
my beloved I am returning. 5:2 (7 °29) ,73%? °IX) the woman says I am tired even though my heart
is awake. (P17 °717 2ip) and my beloved is knocking on the door and he is saying ( °nfig *>-nns
D "N °n2y) please open the door for me my beloved, with many names of love. The woman
inside says 5:3 (M3Waoy ,722°K8--"Mn2-nY% ,>Auws) I am already dressed to go to sleep and I have
taken off my clothing I am too tired to put them back on again. (2230% 722°X ,’231-n% *px¥n7) [ have
washed my feet and I don't want to put them on the floor and get them dirty again. 5:4 ( 02y ,>7i7
af3-1 177) the beloved, the woman says, I hear the husband who is knocking has stopped ( ,>yn1
1%y 1m7) and suddenly I think is he running away? 5:5 (*7177 0h% ,°18 *nnp) then she jumps up to
open up the door for her beloved. (73w3»7 Ni93 ,%Y 72 71 *nYa¥RY ,711-10Y] 1)) my hands dripping
with some perfume and now I am ready to open the door. 5:6 (>7177 *I% *nnn3) I open the door for
my beloved (72y P °7iM) and he left. When he knocked she was too tired, she was in bed and
now when the door is open he is not there. (8% ,>¥/51) my soul feels like leaving me. (--17272
1Y KDY PRRIP InRYn 891 1°AYRa)l look for him but I could not find him, T called to him but he
doesn't answer me.

This idea that HKB"H knocks and we have opportunities and when we lose them our soul mourns.

We mourn where we are. They are opportunities. That is what (*2 >717) *717% *1R) is all about. If you
don't say the whole Shir Hashirim on Friday and I think that most people are too busy to do it at
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least learn the first six Pesukim of the 5th Perek. Learn them and take them to heart. HKB"H is
knocking. There are opportunities. Opportunities come your way. The summer is closing to an end
and we all have opportunities around us. Opportunities to draw close to HKB"H. We are Bnei
Torah. We have to connect to the Torah more and take more opportunities.

I personally can offer you three new opportunities in the coming week. First of all the Mishmar is
beginning again this coming Thursday night. It is beautiful that over the summer when the
Mishmar was so to speak officially not in session, there were at least 30 people every Thursday
night that I was here sitting and learning until 11:30 or 11:45 at night. It was beautiful. And now
B'ezras Hashem we are going to start again next week. We are looking to fill up the Bais Medrash.
We need you. How beautiful would it be to have a Bais Medrash full of people learning. Please
join us. IY"H there is a Maariv at 10 and a Maariv at 11:45. In between from 10:15 until 11:30 or
a part thereof join us for the learning. Be part of it. From 11:30 - 11:45 I give a 15 minute Shiur.
Whether you stay for my 15 minute Shiur or not is not the point. Be part of the Mishmar. There
will be three Mishmar nights over Elul. Three times you got to pick yourself up. Don't say ( pxn?
ODIVX 722°K ,°237-NX). Don't say I am in bed already how can I get up. Get to the door. Get there
while HKB"H is knocking.

The second opportunity presents itself on Sunday mornings. If you don't already have a Seder,
after the 8 pm Shacharis from about 8:50 until 9:50 I learn Yore Dai'a. We learn Yore Dai'a inside
for an hour. It is a long running Shiur, well over 20 years. We are now learning Hilchos Tzedaka
inside. If you own a Yore Dai'a and haven't used it adequately, bring it along. There is place that
you can store it from Sunday to Sunday. If you don't, we make Photostats and you will be able to
learn from the Photostat. Become part of the Seder as we learn Yore Dai'a.

There is a third opportunity. On every secular holiday we have Shiurim in our Shul. The Shiurim
go from after the 8 AM Shacharis roughly 9 AM until well afternoon. People come for one Shiur
or another. I speak from 9 AM until 10 AM. There are Shiurim which follow. Sometime two one
hour Shiurim and sometimes three more one hour Shiurim. There are actually people who come
for the Daf Yomi and then Daven and then stay for 3 or 4 hours of Shiurim. What a beautiful
morning. Come for at least part of it. These are three opportunities in the coming week. The
opportunity to start. (°nznn N> Y7 CnAR *9-nns) (7917 °717). Your friend is knocking. Open the
door. Let the Torah back in. Be part of it. Undertake to be part of it in the coming week and the
weeks to come. Let it be the first step of growth towards Rosh Hashono and Yom Kippur. Towards
a life of Avodas Hashem with great Simcha. With that I wish one and all a wonderful, musical,
Eluldik Shabbos to one and all. Looking forward to seeing once, twice, or three times in the coming
week. A Gutten Shabbos to all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5773

Let me begin with a Vort B'sheim the GRA which is quoted in the Sefer Haksav V'hakabala on
page # 442 - 443. (Ed Note: I found the GRA in Sefer Kol Eliyahu in Parshas Shoftim, Siman 117,
page 73). We find both in Parshas Mishpatim and in this week's Parsha a Hazhara (a warning)
against taking bribes in judgment. However, there is a fundamental difference in the wording of
the Mitzvah here and the wording of the Issur there. Here in 16:19 we find a warning not to take
bribes because (2°217 °°y MW? 10%3 °2) because Shocheid blinds the eyes of wise men.
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In Parshas Mishpatim it says in Shemos 23:8 (2°7p2 "y 70%7 °2). Now the word Pikaiach is very
similar to the word Chochom but nevertheless it is a different word. The GRA explains a
fundamental difference between the two and really he is explaining the entire idea of judgment.
The GRA is referring to the expression that we find many times by Chazal a Dayan Shedon Din
Emes L'amito (a Dayan has to judge a judgment in truth fully) L'amito (to its truth). There is a
double language of truth. The GRA says that any Psak that a Dayan issues has to be a) Emes Al Pi
Din (it has to deal with the laws of the Torah) and b) Emes L'fi Inyanei Ha'olam. Sometimes
somebody comes and presents an argument to Bais Din and somebody who is in tune to the ways
of the world will realize that this someone is a crook and what he is saying could not be. So that it
is not adequate to be Emes Al Pi Din it has to be Emes L'fi Inyanei Ha'olam as well. That is the
job of the Dayan, he has to know both. Has to be a Chochom, which implies that he knows the
ways of the Torah, Darchei Hatorah. He also has to be a Pikaiach, a person who understands
worldly things. Therefore, these are the dual aspects of a Dayan. (71%) is (22227 °°y 73¥?) and (70%)
is (212 M¥?). In both aspects of Dayanus, bribery can blind the Dayan.

With this, the GRA explains other expressions as well. For example, in Maseches Sanhedrin 7b.
We find in the command to a Talmid Chochom two similar expressions. One is found 11 lines
from the top (377X 77 70X R°W TNINKRD 1277 T2 M2 oR). If something is absolutely clear to you
like the fact that your sister is prohibited to you in marriage then say it. It has to be clear before
the Dayan can issue a ruling. Then the Gemara Darshuns another Posuk 8 lines from the top and
comments (3R P23 1277 72 N2 aR). If something is as clear as the morning say it. The dual
expressions match the two parts of the Dayan's job. (3772IX T2 770K X7 TMINRD 1277 T2 7172 OK)
the clarity has to be a clarity in the Din of the Torah and (7% 725 9277 7% 1112 oK), the physical
facts have to be clear to you as well. So too, we find the expression in this week's Parsha 17:4 73:77)
(") .(1273 7101 NH] means it is true Al Pi Din and (312]) means to understand the ways of the
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world.

We can add to the GRA that Shlomo Hamelech in his Tefilla when he asks for wisdom says as is
found in Melachim I 3:9 (¥77 2i0-1°2,1°277 ,72Y-N8 vBYY ¥yt 27 7729 ANI)). In his prayer, Shlomo
Hamelech asks for a heart that understands a) (3ny-n§ v5YYH) to judge, and b) (¥77 2iv-1°2 ,1°237) to
understand between good and evil. Again, this is how the Haksav V'hakabala answers the GRA
that there are two aspects of a Dayan, a) to know Halacha and b) to be wise in the ways of the
world. A beautiful Yesod of the Vilna Gaon.

2. Let me move on to an interesting Shaila that has to do with this week's Parsha. The Shaila begins
with a story. A Maiseh took place in Eretz Yisrael. There was a couple that had been married for
quite a number of years who decided to have a Get. They had already married off their own children
and decided that they had enough of each other. At the writing of the Get and as you may or may
not know you go to Bais Din and the Bais Din sits down and writes the Get as the couple waits. It
takes time. When the Get is just about finished being written a cup of coffee spilled all over the
Get and ruined it. They would have to start writing the Get all over again. The husband stood up
and said I see that this is a sign from heaven that we are making a mistake and we should not have
a Get. The wife agreed and said we made it this far let's stay together. The Dayan that was sitting
there writes that he wasn't sure what to do. In this week's Parsha we have in Perek 18 Posuk 10
and 11 the eight prohibitions against different types of magic. (, W2 in23-112 2yn ,72 X¥-X7
DO NRT-28 W) I IR DR ;020,72 R0 awon winin 13iven ,0m0p aop). One of them, the (Wiin) is
a prohibition against as Rashi brings seeing things that happen as magical reasons. As the Gemara
in Maseches Sanhedrin 65b (2 lines from the bottom says) ( 77991 12p1 151 7951 IND IMIRT 7T WA
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T2 22097 22X 12 XTI MW 1PINRN 12 RNP 12 17°1). These are all signs of (wmn). If a deer passes in
front of you or as Americans would say a black cat passes in front of you and they decide based
on that that is an Issur. Here on the one hand it was beautiful, the couple decided not to get divorced
after all and on the other hand the Dayan had his heart in his throat. He felt that he had to tell them
that they are not allowed to do that. It is an Issur of (wrin) which is an Issur D'oraissa to decide
something based on a so called omen of things that happened in front of you. This is a Shaila as I
saw brought down in the Chashukei Chemmed on the Haggadah page 305.

Before I comment on this Nidon let me tell you that in the Ayeles Hashachar (page 125 - 126) in
this week's Parsha Rav Shteinman asks a very obvious question. In Shulchan Aruch we find
different things which seem to be prohibitions of (13ivn) or (¥nn). For example, we find that in
Chodesh Av a person is not supposed to do a Din Torah with a Goy because of Rai'a Mazla it is
not a fortuitous time. Or the Minhag of V'ain Nos'im Nashim Ela B'milui Halevana the Minhag
that many have, that the custom is not to get married at the end of the Hebrew month when the
moon is waning. In Shulchan Aruch Yor'e Dai'a Siman 179:2 it says She'ain Maschilim B'bais
V'daled, not to start things on Mondays or Wednesdays. These seem to violate (13iv7%). The answer
seems to be that there is a difference. There is a difference when something is totally superstitious
it makes no sense at all, and in situations where things are put in front of a person sort of to block
his way.

Rav Pam said that when he was in his 20's he was offered a job as a Rebbi in Harrisburg and he
had given a model lesson here in Brooklyn that they had viewed and now he was supposed to take
a bus to Harrisburg. He missed the bus. As Rav Pam told me it was highly unusual for a man of
his organizational tendencies to miss a bus. He saw in that the Yad Hashem that that was not for
him. It seems that we have to put a qualifying rule to the Issur of (13i¥n) and (wran). There are times
that things happen that seem to be a sign from heaven that something is being distanced from you
and in that case it is not (111v%») and (wm1»). When something is totally senseless like when a black
cat runs in front of you that type of a Mashul is included in the Issur.

Let me end with a Vort on this week's Haftorah. The Haftorah is in Yeshaya and starts with the
Posuk that is found in 51:12 (227»71% ,X17 21% °21X). Hashem says I, I am the one who consoles. |
would like to explain the (°21% "21X) we find in the Haftorah. This is based on something which Rav
Schwab writes in a different context (Ed. Note: in the Sefer Mayan Bais Hashoeva page # 329 on
Parshas Shelach 15:41) which is (' 9 °1% 2°7%K? 027 NP5 07870 Y8 DINK NRYIT WK 0728 " IR
0278) the last Posuk of Kriyas Shema. The double Lashon is strange. If you just translate the
Posuk to the plain simple meaning it reads, I am G-d, your G-d who took you out of the land of
(o°7xn), to be your G-d. I am Hashem your G-d. The second I am Hashem your G-d is obviously
a redundancy. What is the meaning of this double (Pw?%)?

R' Schwab explains with a rule in (771n). Whenever you find in (771n) the word (°21X), when
Hashem speaks in the (107) of I to Klal Yisroel, that shows a revelation, an openness from HKB"H
to Klal Yisroel. Generally, there is a time of Hester Panim (being hidden). (1%&? awh-7% ,717° 1210))
without an Ani, however, at a moment of Gilui there is an Ani. For example, at the greatest
revelation of all, by (770 1nn) on Har Sinai, the first word is (°21¥). Similarly, in (nw75 XIXY) in
Perek 6:6 where Moshe Rabbeinu was sent to Klal Yisrael (?87%°-°32% 21X 127) one of the first
words were (D2¥n N%20 nonn QDR CDRYI L, °IX). Again the Ani, expresses a closeness,
something that connects you to HKB"H.
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With this we understand that we are Yotze & have in mind to fulfill the (71%7) of (07707 21¥H NRYY)
in (ynw nX>1P), a daily (¥n) with (7 °38 2°1%K7 027 NPTH 0787 PIRD DINR NRYIT WK 027178 M I
0278 ). It is a bit disturbing as we do the Mitzvah earlier in (n°723 %y M12)) that has the words
in it of (710 @2 9y nyRY anpyt DY) .077%N2 DA "1y 1Y RIN:

T =T

IR QY 9221 172 92321 nyI92 o°nonl NnR aR). We have a nicer and more poetic expression of
Yetzias Mitzrayim. On Shabbos we mention in Nishmas (227¥» n&*¥>) and yet we hold off being
Yotzei the Mitzvah of Zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim until the last (?109) of (¥nw nX>p). What is so

special about this very technical language?

The answer is R' Schwab's Yesod. When Hashem speaks with the language of Ani (talking to you
in the first person) that shows an expression of closeness, a special connotation.

Turning again to the Haftorah. The Haftorah refers to Klal Yisrael in Posuk 13 (79 7907 navm
TR 709 oW nvil). It talks about Jews who have forgotten about their connection to the Ribbono
Shel Olam. Jews who have forgotten that they have a special unique relationship to Hashem. So
Hashem says (22n7in ,X37 2238 "21%) a double expression of I, the desire of Hashem showing that
he wants to be close to Klal Yisroel. So too later in Posuk 15 we see (,020 ¥37 ,7°728 1177 ,%21K)
g ,nipag 1177 5193 M), Again we have this expression, an expression of openness, closeness,
and a Gilui with HKB"H.

As we know these Haftorahs bridge the time of Nechama with the period of 127wn, we have a
Nechama & with that we try to feel close to the Borei Olam and with that we try to come close to
Hashem with (727wn) of feeling with HKB"H of (22n7n ,X37 21X 21K).

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5772

This week's Parsha deals with at the beginning with things related to Bais Din and Dayanim. 17:11
(PR3 PR2--72 3170-WR 0273-10 ,000 X9). The idea of listening to the Psak of the Bais Din.

In the Derech Sicha here he brings a beautiful Pshat that is Nogea to a Gemara that the Daf Yomi
just passed. Let me share it with you. The Yesod is a very well-known Yesod. The idea is that
when Bais Din Paskens HKB"H Kavayochel gave over the Koach of Psak Bais Din to the Bais
Din down here. Whatever is the Psak Bais Din down here HKB"H Kavayochel follows that Psak.
That is a well-known idea from a Gemara in Maseches Bava Metzia.

Here in Derech Sicha they bring a Kasha that Rav Chaim Kanievsky asked his father the Steipler.
That relates to a Gemara in Masehces Berachos on 18b (18 lines from the top). The Gemara brings
a story (YWY MNP N°22 121 770 NWR NPT NTIX 1WA 7" 2992 219H 217 1N TR 70N WY
X2 NUYND 771 T CNARN VAW 221512 1IWIY X1 NN 0027 RIT TORKR Y T N1190Aw MMA nw
N7 719977 07 SR DY DIRW 7721 DR 27 XOR 0°1P SW N2¥MA2 77112R CIRW 177127 219K 10720 A9 708 7w
792 AWK Y0272 YT D00 CNYAw 79 SRR TR0 SINRA NYVAY T2 °N02T AN020 772 798K AR 70w
MNP N°22 197 790 DAART IR ap% RY 19w ap2 1910 22w 90 DWW Y 202 YN KT 00 0 aphn
MIYTID 7171 TIAIDT OIARA VAW 2752 LW ORI 707202 KT TIAKR 1T QY T DINO0AW MM DY IR YR
NYAIY NIRW 77271 DR 927 ROR 0°1P 2w N9XANA 7712p PIRW 77107 21K T2 "NONKR 72 X7 20720 72 77K 22199 X2
YN DIV NYAY 19 AORKR TR SNARN DYAY 71 °N120 AN020T 72 5728 R 0w 7997 99 R X2
INWR 17 77K 9TWI RD 192U 97011712 2w 9 D AWK Y0202 YN 20 IR P97 19T TIw Ayeaa
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92177 110 7w RY TPWI ATWI 110 W 93 DWWy apR XY 7w p2 1912 09w 90 Pw IpNwR i v1on
777 7IAR 71207 ANR YW R 121 7°01 1N SV WX 1°2 avup T7DIW TV 2OVUYIN 211 17 K7 1INR 19977 2277
T MD0AY MM INIR YWY MNP N°22 121 727 DONKRT MWD 2°1p W N9¥mA2 5712p ROW N2 RN 00
0727 211737 N2 77 7R 229 X2 NIYD 772 TIAI0T NIRD YW 22192 VW OX12 2N 17 TNR T oy
0°°17 172 Wil 120 72°2% *1raw). An unnamed Chosid whose wife berated him and he had to run
away from her and he ended up sleeping in the Bais Hak'vares. (Presumably that was the only
place that she would not follow him). When he slept in the Bais Hak'vares he heard spirits talking
about what was going on the Bais Din Shel Mayla and it was revealed to him that in the Bais Din
Shel Mayla they ruled that in the coming year the crops that were planted on time would be
destroyed and only those planted late would survive. As a result he went and planted late and was
successful. The second year a similar story happened and again he was successful in the planting
of his crops. This is the Gemara in Maseches Berachos 18b.

Tosafos in Maseches Rosh Hashana 16a (1n0°1pnw 70 %23 (:1° 77 11272) 1naw 7 '92 .aR1ana 5y nosa
TIWRD Y7272 YT DOW TIIDT MNARD WAWW 1T DR T 100N MM N yaw 7"27 yawn 7' 29y NwR
17 9131 77""92 223171 D07 MRT TN D %A1 R 11092 AT 1°T 20031 17 117102 20w KXY IR PP 712
7X2NT Y noo1) brings that that incident took place on Rosh Hashana. That is why the Neshamos
that are mentioned in the Gemara were going up to hear in Shamayim what was taking place at the
Kisei Hakavod.

Tosafos asks a Kasha that the Gemara in Rosh Hashana 16a (top line) says that (7812077 5v non2),
that it is on Chag of Pesach that HKB"H judges the world as to how much wheat will grow in the
coming year. If so that incident which took place on Rosh Hashana should not have been time of
the Psak regarding Tevuah. A Gevaldige Kasha!

Tosafos answers in one Teretz that the Chosid Echad, that individual whose wife had berated him,
held like R' Yehuda. Rav Yehuda's Shitta is that B'chol Davar Nidonim Al Rosh Hashana. That
HKB"H judges everything on Rosh Hashana. Therefore, when he went there he heard the Psak in
Shamayim on Rosh Hashana for Tevua.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky when he learned this Tosafos asked his father the following Kasha. If in
fact in Shamayim they were Paskening Tevua on that day (on Rosh Hashana), so that should
finalize the Machlokes. The Chachamim hold that (712077 ¥ 7052 117°1 @97 2°p70 7ya7X3a). Rav
Yehuda holds that on Rosh Hashana the Din of Tevua takes place. From this story we see that in
Shamayim that they follow R' Yehuda. So that incident should be a Psak like R' Yehuda.

The Steipler told him an incredible answer. He said first of all that Pshat in Tosafos is that that
Chosid himself was Rav Yehuda. That was R' Yehuda who (\nwX 1nv°1pm) and that in Shamayim
they follow the Psak of each Adom Gadol for him. So that for the rest of the world the Psak on
Tevuah was not until Pesach, but for R' Yehuda Davka the Psak on Tevua was heard by him on
Rosh Hashana because in Shamayim they Pasken like we Pasken down here to the extent that for
R' Yehuda they Pasken like R' Yehuda. For the Chachamim they Pasken like the Chachamim. In
the Bais Din Shel Maylah they actually split the Psak for R' Yehuda Loit him and for the
Chachamim and all those who Pasken like the Chachamim like them.

He brings a similar story which is brought in the biography of Rav Chaim Volozhiner. There was

a man who had a lung disease and Rav Chaim Volozhiner told the man not to move out of his city.
Why not? They told him because your city follows the Psak of the Shagas Aryeh. The Shagas
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Aryeh holds that this lung disease is not a Treifus. However, everyone else Paskens that it is. As
long as you stay in the city where the Psak is that it is not a Treifus you will live. But if you move
elsewhere then in Shamayim they will follow the Psak that it is Treifus then you will not be able
to live. An incredible idea that in Shamayim they follow the Psak of down here.

In the Nirtza section of the Haggada Shel Pesach we sing a song of Keil B'nei that attributes 22
titles to HKB"H. (X377 7°78) (X377 2337 ,¥37 2173 ,%37 712). In the order of the Aleph Bais we attribute
titles to Hashem and every one of those titles comes from a Posuk in Tanach except for the letter
Lamed. By Lamed we say (%37 7117) that Hashem is learned. The Chasam Sofer in his Drashos
writes that it is an improper title. He calls it Michareif Umigadeif. What do you mean that Hashem
learns? That implies a lack of knowledge for Hashem before he learned? The Chasam Sofer says
not to say (X137 711?). In the Haggadah of the Chasam Sofer this is brought.

He says perhaps you should say Locheim Hu as the Posuk says in Shemos 15:3 (7nn5n UK ,0)7)
and therefore the fact that HKB"H is a Locheim, one who does battle would fit better than ( 717
R37).

I saw in one of the Haggadahs a Teretz to answer the Chasam Sofer's complaint that (X137 717%),
HKB"H is learned implies that there was a lack of Yidia originally which is inappropriate. His
Teretz was based on the Vort that we are saying now that in Shamayim HKB"H follows the Psak
from down here. So that if down here R' Yehuda Paskens that the Tevua was Paskened on Rosh
Hashana even though in Shamayim there was never such a Hava Amina because in Shamayaim it
is (7R12nn %y nova). So (X 7MY) means that HKB"H Kavayochel in his Anvisanuso (in his
humility) follows the Psak from down here, (X371 7317) as if he is learning from the Psak down here.
This is one thought with a series of stories or Vertlach on this thought of HKB"H following the
Psak of the Bais Din Shel Matah. Let's move on.

20:1 (7pmon? x¥n-"3). When you go out to do battle... now one minute this is not Parshas Ki Seitzei
that is next week. Actually the Dinim (the laws) of doing battle begins in the beginning of Perek

,,,,,

,,,,,

TTTTT

7271 21n37). There are two descriptions of battle, laws of battle, the Ki Seitzei of this week's Parsha,
Milchemes Mitzvah and the Ki Seitzei of next week's Parsha which is (mwAi nanon).

In the Sefer Nesivas Shalom there is a beautiful Arichos both here and there about this general
concept of going out to do battle and the idea that when the Torah gives instructions for doing

TTTTT

The daily battle that a person has with his Yeitzer Hora to do things properly and to avoid doing
things improperly. The Milchemes Mitzvah is the Milchama of Tov and Ra (good and evil). To do
an Aveira or not to do an Aveira, to do a Mitzvah or to miss a Mitzvah. The second type of battle

,,,,,
.....

.....

you go out to do battle. Don't let the enemy come to you to do battle. You go out to him. If you go
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out to the enemy to do battle and Chalila you lose a battle you can always fall back to your original
position. Whereas if the enemy comes to us and Chalila a battle is lost then all is lost. So the
instructions of fighting is to go out to do battle.

The same thing is true in doing battle against the Yeitzer Hora. We have to put up fortifications to
protect where we are. If our battle is with the fundamentals of Yiddishkeit then G-d forbid when
we lose we are lost, it is very difficult. We need to be able to do battle in areas that we go out to
the Yeitzer Hora. Which means to say to take on Gidarim and Siyagim, to do things in a way that
leaves room for error. If a person gets to Davening for Borchu and he fights his Yeitzer Hora and
loses he won't be at Minyan at all. A person who strives to have his Tefillin on before Berachos,
such a person will also struggle. The Yeitzer Hora will try to convince him not to make it to Shul
before Berachos. If he strives to be from the Asarah Rishonim in Shul that is a good goal (to be
from the first 10 people of the Minyan) then if he loses that battle he will still be Davening a great
do battle over fundamentals. Put Gidarim and Siyagim, put things in your way that will allow you
to have leeway. It is like doing battle when there is a no man's land. Cross to no man's land to do
battle. Worse comes to worse you fall back. Don't let the battle be over the fundamentals. If
someone sees a Yeitzer Hora over fundamentals, first thing he has to do is put up a fence. He has
to battle in a way which would bring him to a higher level. To take the battle there, take the battle
to your enemy.

We are told in 20:5 - 20:8 that before they go to battle the Kohen Gadol would announce that
certain people were exempt from the draft, exempt from going to do battle. One was exempt for
reasons of having just been married, purchased a house, or planted a vineyard. Or (22737 77) R1’0)
someone who is fearful of going to do battle as Rashi explains one of the Shittos ( *2°237 °01 "2
1772w MP2YA KT NN,

Years ago I heard beautiful story which illustrates what the battle looked like in the time of the
Shoftim. It was during the time of the Haskalla and in one of the Yeshivos in Europe the Maskilim
put on a Purim Shpiel. People came to complain to Rav Boruch Ber. They complained to Rav
Boruch Ber the Rosh Yeshiva of Kamenetz that the Maskilim had put on a Purim Shpiel that went
as follows. On stage Moshiach had come. The Jews were going to the battle field to do battle of
Gog Umagog the final battle in the era of Moshiach. As Gog Umagog is coming to attack the
Kohen Gadol gets up and says if you built a house go home, so some people went home. Then he
says if you were just married or planted a vineyard go home, so others go home. If you are fearful
for an Aveira in your hand go home. On stage all the Jews went home. What remained were two
Jews who were actors. One was playing the part of Chofetz Chaim and one was Rav Chaim Ozer,
the two Gedolei Hador. As Gog Umagog is attacking from the distance the Chofetz Chaim turns
to Rav Chaim Ozer and he says here is a bow and arrow you are the Gadol Hador you shoot first.
Rav Chaim Ozer says Chas V'shalom you are a Kohen you shoot first. As Gog Umagog is coming
closer and closer the Chofetz Chaim and Rav Chaim Ozer (those posing as them) are fighting over
who should have the Kibbud Far Di Ershta Shus (for the first shooting of the arrow). With that the
curtain went down. They complained that the Maskilim were making fun of Bnei Torah and
Talmidei Chachamim. Rav Boruch Ber responded Choizek Machin Zei (they are making fun)?
Azoi Vet Takeh Zain (indeed that is the way it will be). That is the way a Yid's Milchama will look
in the time of Moshiach. A battle of (22%7 77) ®727) & (77°2w M2y R°7) who can imagine such
a thing. So three thoughts on the Parsha, one on the idea of the Derech Sicha of HKB"H following
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the Psak of Bais Din Shel Mata, one on going out to do battle, and one Rav Boruch Ber's thought
on what the battle would look like.

The question of the week is: in this week's Parsha 18:8 we have the idea of (322X ,p712 71). That
the Kohanim get a portion of the Korbanos that are brought. As you all know when it came to
Eretz Yisrael and the families of the Kohanim multiplied, Takanos were made. First in the times
of Shmuel and then in the times of Dovid to set up a Mishmar a 24 week cycle in which different
families of the Kehuna each one would come and get its Cheilek. The idea of the Mishmar seems
obvious enough, simple enough. Every Kohen is entitled to come on any given day and they made
a deal I give up my right for 23 weeks and on my week the 23 families give their right to me. It
seems to be a simple type of Dinei Mamanos. However, here in the Posuk (1728 ,p%1n3 pon) each
family gets its Cheilek (niax3-2y ,172mn 729), besides that which is sold in previous generations.
Rashi says (712 77 17021 MOAWAT W2IARIW ,2RINWY 7T 1°2 MIART 1AW 7% PIN (AR 9V 1Ponn 727
NAW PR VIR TN 0K 7). The idea of except what was sold is a Posuk which refers to Yemei
Dovid V'Shmuel. The idea that the Mishmar could sell one to the other. I find this confusing. Why
do I need a Posuk a Gizairas Hakasuv for what is a basic Dinei Mamon? Had the Kohanim decided
not to go this way and that any Kohen can come any time that would have been fine. It is confusing
to me why we need a Posuk for what Shmuel and Dovid are going to do much later in the future.
Tzorech Iyun!

I wish everyone a wonderful Shabbos and I hope the month of Elul has taken hold. I always picture
when we Lain about Yonah coming 40 days before the destruction of Ninveh and saying in 40
days Ninveh will be destroyed. Had a Navi come to NYC and said in 40 days the city will be
destroyed we would have said to him in typical NY fashion, 40 days why are you coming now?
Go home and come back 10 days before or 5 days before and we will take care of it. Well it is
within 40 days of Yom Hakipurim and each of us should be wise enough to take seriously the time
that we are in. A time of great opportunity and to make something of it. To do something different
during this time period. A Gutten Shabbos and a meaningful Elul to all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5771

20:5 - 20:7 (,;mn-13 :in°2% 2 922,100 X9) WIN-n02 732 WK UORD- ,I0RD QYI-o8 00 1A o

TTTTT

The first thing that I would like to start with is the Kohen's speech when he speaks to the soldiers
who are about to go to battle. As you know he explains that there are a number of exemptions of
going to battle. Specifically in Posuk 5-7 in Perek 20. He mentions 3 exemptions (and the Pesukim
are referenced above). It is well known that these 3 are exempt from going to battle. There is
something that is very strange. In Posuk 7 the third of these Pesukim, ( X?),7¥X ©IR-WR vPR7-m1 7
TR L0R WOR) ,nnena ,mn-19 1incah Aty ,722--a0p7). Someone who is married in the year may
return home because he may die in battle and someone else will take the woman.

Rashi says on Posuk 7 (n2°@ X7 "7 17727 292772 ynws K2 OXW MR’ 19 2107 :manona nino 19) that if he
doesn't obey the command of the Kohen to return and not go to battle then it is worthy that he dies.
This needs some sort of explanation. The Rashi is understandable. If he doesn't follow the rules he
is deserving of death. However, there are 3 consecutive Pesukim that all have the same phrase (-12
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someone else will live in the house. The second is an exemption for someone who planted a
vineyard and if he dies in battle someone else will use the fruit. Here in the third Posuk it talks
about someone who just got married within the year and if he dies in battle another man will come

TTTTT

,,,,,

of death? It is a very difficult question.

Rav Druk Zatzal in his Sefer Darash Mordechai pg # 194 offered the following explanation as best
as I can recall. He said let's say you have a person who wants to do Lifnim Mishuras Hadin (he
wants to do more than Halacha requires) which is commendable. So here you have a man who is
exempt from going to battle and he says no, I am interested in joining my brethren in a battle. If
he built a new house he is exempt and if he doesn't want to use the exemption then it is fine. If he
planted a new vineyard he is exempt. If he doesn't want to use the exemption it is fine. However,
when it comes to being married, his decision does not only affect him it affects his wife as well.
For a man like that to say I want to do Lifnim Mishuras Hadin and go to battle and risk my life, in
his case this affects directly not only him. The exemption is that he is in Shana Rishona. Well so
is his wife. To take on a Chumra that affects someone else too, that is Shelo K'din and
inappropriate. It is a very basic Yesod that Rav Druk mentioned often, the idea that a Chumra, a
Hiddur that is Lifnim Mishuras Hadin is beautiful as long as it affects only you and it doesn't affect
somebody else.

He told the following story. Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld who lived in Yerushalayim in a time of
terrible poverty, once found a golden Napoleon. A Napoleon was a very valuable coin. A person
would be able to live on it for a year. He found a golden Napoleon that had been dropped by a non
Jew. As you know Halacha does not require that it be returned. So when he found it he intended
to keep it.

Another person saw that he had found it and went over to him and said that in Shulchan Aruch it
says that it is Lifnim Mishuras Hadin to create a Kiddush Hashem and return it anyway. It would
be a beautiful Kiddush Hashem if you returned the Napoleon. Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld
replied it is true that it would be a beautiful Kiddush Hashem but I have a family and my family is
starving and we don't have what to eat. I can't do a Hiddur Mitzvah on someone else's shoulders.

The man who was speaking to him pressed the issue and said no it is an extraordinary Kiddush
Hashem and you should do it. Finally Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld said you know what I have
an idea. It is a beautiful Kiddush Hashem indeed so I'll tell you what. I will lend you the Napoleon,
you will owe me the money for the Napoleon and you will pay me back, you do the Kiddush
Hashem by returning it to him and telling him that you found it. You will pay me back over the
year the cost of the Napoleon. As Rav Druk told it, the man fled the scene.

That is the idea. A Chumra is a Chumra and is easy to tell others. People are quick to tell others to
be Mihadeir. Hiddurim have to be done with the right sense of priorities and therefore, Rav Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeld saw that to do a Hiddur in a situation where his family would suffer was
inappropriate.

19:19 (327pn ,v77 P ;1raR? nivy? any w2 Li2 apy) Let's move on to another one of the
Mitzvos that are mentioned here in the Parsha. We have the Dinnim of Aidim Zommemim in this
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week's Parsha. As all of you have learned Maseches Makkos as I suppose just about everyone
listening has. Some of you perhaps learned it in Torah Vodaas and maybe in the year that we were
learning it together.

I would like to mention to you a Machlokes Ketzos and Nesivos. The Ketzos and Nesivos seems
to be a staple of the Yeshiva world. If someone were to come over to you and say give me an
example of a Machlokes between the Ketzos and Nesivos. Here there is a typical Machlokes
between the Ketzos and Nesivos that has to do with the Aidim Zomemim and it is something of a
Geshmake topic.

The Ketzos and Nesivos have an argument regarding the Parsha of Aidim Zomemim. To preface,
Aidim Zomemim are witnesses who said testimony against someone and were later proven to be
false, not because of any outside proof but because of witnesses who came and said you were with
us at that time elsewhere. You cannot have seen what you claim to have seen. As you know, the
punishment is Ka'sher Zomam. What they intended to do falsely to their victim is then done to
them. If they wanted to put him to death they are put to death. If they wanted to cause him a
financial loss they have to pay that amount of money.

The Shaila is the following. What happens if witnesses come and say about a certain person that
his meat became Treif or his wine became Yayin Nesech. Something of that sort which causes him
a financial loss for Yore Dai'a reasons. Then these witnesses who said Aidus that the meat was
Treif or that the wine was not Kosher are proven to be false because others come and say that you
cannot have seen it at the time that you say that you saw it because you were with us in a different
place. Do we put into affect the Parsha of Aidim Zomemim.

The Ketzos Hachoshen in Siman 38:2 in Dibbur Hamaschil Yire Li says that yes this is included
in the Parsha of Aidim Zomemim. The Nesivos right there disagrees and says no. He says an
interesting rule. He says the Parsha of Aidim Zomemim applies only to something that must have
a Haggadas Aidus in Bais Din, something which is a Bais Din affair. However, something which
is not an affair of Bais Din such as whether someone's meat is Treif. If [ know that someone's meat
is Treif there is no need for me to go to Bais Din I should go to him and tell him that it is not
Kosher and whatever he does is between him and Hashem. It is not an affair of Bais Din. Even if
the witnesses chose to come to Bais Din the Parsha of Aidim Zomemim does not kick in. so that
the Ketzos and the Nesivos have a disagreement. In an instance where it is not a Bais Din affair
and they came to Bais Din anyway and said Aidus on a topic which is not something in which Bais
Din would normally be involved, in such a case if someone came to Bais Din and the Aidim are
proven Aidim Zomemim does that person or those people have the Parsha and the punishment of
Aidim Zomemim. The Ketzos says yes and the Nesivos says no. An interesting Machlokes.

When we learned this in Maseches Makkos as I am sure you all recall, I asked a Kasha and that is
the Kasha that I would like to present. The very first Mishnah in Maseches Makkos says ( 7%
121 AR 12 T WYY PR PR--IX197 72 IR AW 12 RIAW 0000 WOR DR OUR DOV PRI PRV 00790
QYR 717 KOR 1P nnn a319n) that two witnesses came to Bais Din and said this man is a son of a
Gerusha so he is a Cholol and not an eligible Kohen. We have here a question of how to perform
Kasher Zomam. Clearly the Gemara says that it is part of the Parsha.

I have a Kasha. Saying that someone is not a Kohen because he is a Ben Gerusha or Ben Chalutzah
is also not an affair of Bais Din no more than saying that his meat is Treif or his wine is Nesech.
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Something if you go over to someone and say to him you claim to be a Kohen you get the Kohen
Aliya you are not a Kohen. I know that your mother was divorced before she married your father
and therefore you are not a Kohen but a Cholol.

The question from this Mishna seems to be an obvious Kasha against the Nesivos and a proof to
the Ketzos. So this is something to think about on the Parsha of Aidim Zomemim.

21:1 - 21:9 (77327 IREN 23727 0 ,¥7i1 ¥ 72,991 ,70WAR 772 103 98 0177 WK TRIR2 590 RYn-0D X
P2 N23Y NWTT VYT I MPRI--2200-98 A0PD YT MY 3 2900 N0 WK L, 0WE-08 LTI TRe)
X727 ,12 7202-X7 WK LI0OR D03-08 LI23V3-NR RITT YT 03T 1771 7 982 ,00wn-XD wR A2 72y-X7 wR
-29) 5707 0w 2977, IMWR 9 N7 102 02 °3--17 712 ,0°150 WA 71 9m2 ,12A-NR aY-1909) sV
D032 DI AP0V L0 TI-NR NG --0000-08 ,0029P0 LRNIT VYT CIpT L2911 ¥a3-09) 2000, 0D
TAR-DRY 717 007K PRIY ARy 93 17 IR XD 119,090 073-n8 (109Y) 155w KD 1T TRy W) T
NPV, APYN-"3 121PR--"PT D77 AR LK) U 070,077 1923) ;2R Y 2922 ,°P) 07) At the
end of the Parsha we have the topic of Eglah Arufa. We are told that when a murdered man is
found, the city has to get together and bring a Kappara and the elders of the city say (725w &2 ;3007
710 073-N% (3109%)) we are not guilty in his death. From that the Gemara in Sotah 46b (22 lines from
the top) asks (X2 X? KPR 07 129 7"2w 707Y 1327 HY 221 IR R? 19191 717 077 DR 12900 R? 1977 190K
9 K92 3TN MR K2 MDA K92 1m0 12°7°%) why would I think that the elders of the city are
guilty in his death? The Gemara derives that a person is supposed to be Melava (walk someone)
when he goes on a trip (Sotah 46b 19 lines from the bottom) (17°2r1 X M7 22 27 WK 7717 27 MK
PI°11°R 7°¥2 MR ¥27X). To accompany someone on the first steps of his trip. The elders are saying
we didn't let him go without walking him ( X2 1711737 3MPRIY &2 M7 K92 1727091 11777 K2 R?
m?Y). If we saw him we walked him, we trained the people to walk somebody when he goes on a
trip. That is the Halacha. We learn from here the Parsha of being Melave someone. When someone
goes on a trip from your home you are Melave him, you walk four steps to walk him out. From
here we learn the Parsha of being Melave someone.

There is an interesting Maharal in his Hakdama to Sefer Nesivos Olam. There he derives a very
basic Yesod from this. The question he asks which I believe is in the Maharal Al Hatorah here as
well is had I walked him how would that save his life, I would have only had walked him four
steps and he didn't die in the first four steps out of my home?

The Maharal says no, being Melave someone is a Shemira for people. In his Hakdama to Nesivos
he explains Hashem created a world in which people need people. People need friends and people
need people that they are close with. Human beings cannot be alone or else they become full of
pain. People need friends. For that reason Hakadosh Baruch Hu created a world in which someone
who goes alone is in a Sakana. If you are Melave someone that is a Shemira because it is a world
in which people are accompanying people. It is a basic Yesod of Kiyum Haolam.

It is an important lesson. If you know someone who is going through a painful time, be it a broken
engagement, Chalila a divorce, someone who lost a job, people are reluctant to call. Call him.
People don't want to call and say what should I say? Don't say anything, say I heard about your
problem and I feel for you. People need people. That is part of the lesson of the Maharal of the
Mitzva of being Melave someone.

These are 3 lessons about 3 different Mitzvos in the Parsha, the Parsha of someone who goes to
battle, the Parsha of Aidim Zomemim, and the Parsha of Eglah Arufah.

51



The question of the week is: The Parsha begins 16:18 ( 737 WK ,7°WW-222 77-10R ,0°7 0t oowst
VALY 77 103 2K). The Mitzvah of setting up judges for your Shevatim. The Ramban is bothered
and Rashi actually mentions it briefly that why does it mention to your Shevatim. We are told by
Rashi ("9 Y 9021 2wy vaw 3% PI»T powmw mon (7vaw?) that we need a Bais Din for every
Sheivet and the Ramban expounds on it and says that just like there is a big Sanhedrin for Klal
Yisrael every Sheivet has to have a major Sanhedrin over the entire Sheivet and that helps the
judgment of the Shevatim. This is what the Ramban says and Rashi explains briefly. I have a
question.

In Parshas Yisro we read about Moshe Rabbeinu setting up the first judges of Klal Yisrael and we
have an explanation of exactly what he did 18:21 ( ) ,0°wni 7 ,niRn " 029K 7,009y ant)
naty). Rashi counts how many judges that he appointed ( M7 WW5 22w MIRA WW 17 07 100K W
A9R DOWW (NIWY W AR WY DI 1DWHN W 17 09X YW :MRA W 77R). We don't find there that
there is a Bais Din (court) over an entire Sheivet. We don't find it because the Bais Din with the
largest jurisdiction is the Sarei Alafim. There is no Bais Din with the jurisdiction of an entire
Sheivet. Tzorech Iyun Gadol, that is the right way to do it.

Why didn't Moshe Rabbeinu do it then? One may answer that the Mitzvah was first commanded
here in Sefer Devarim. One minute, the Ramban himself in the Hakdamah to Sefer Devarim says
that it is possible that all these Mitzvos that were told to Klal Yisrael earlier are written here. That
is the gist of his Hakdama. If so it is Tzorech Iyun Gadol especially because Moshe Rabbeinu
heard this Mitzvah at Har Sinai. Something of a difficulty as to why Moshe Rabbeinu did not
follow himself this Mitzvah of (7°v2aw?).

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5769

20:8 22%7 77) X0 Whoever is afraid of battle returns home. Rashi brings Rav Yosi Hagalili's
Shitta that Hayarei means one who is afraid because of his transgressions. The Kasha that many
ask is, everybody has some Aveira. Chazal say that Hayarei is even if someone spoke between
Yishtabach and Borchu, even then when a person is only L'chatchila not supposed to speak,
however, for something like that you go back. Who can actually be fit to go to Milchamah? It is a
Davar Pele.

The Kotzker in the Oihel Torah on this Parsha says a Gevaldige Vort. 2273 77) X0’7 it doesn't say
someone who has Aveiros goes back from Milchamah. Of course it is understood that it is normal
that people have Aveiros. A person who goes back is one who is Yarei. Which means that he has
come to a certain sense of Yiush, he feels that since he has Aveiros there will be no way for him
to be Matzliach. Such a person goes back home from a Milchamah. A person who doesn't have
optimism and thinks he is Sanua by Hakadosh Baruch Hu, he is going to fail. By Ruchniyos there
are no limitations and you can always achieve and accomplish that which you should be
accomplishing. This is the lesson of the 2277 77) X7 going back home from the Milchamah.

17:18 19p-5y .81 7713 mwn-ny 2 ap)) This D'var Halacha will be discussing the Mitzva of
Kesivas Sefer Torah. Years ago at a Kesivas Sefer Torah, the last letter was left out. People would
be given the Kavod of filling in the last dot. Lately, the style has been that the letter is written all
around and it is hollow in the center of the letter which people then fill in. The idea is that it is
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easier to fill in the letter this way and people will not inadvertently mess up the style of the Kesiva
of the Sefer Torah. Many people have been Me'oirer that when it is done this way, the Sefer Torah
is already Kosher before the people fill in the letters, and that it is just a Kavod to the person filling
in the letter and has nothing to do with the Kashrus of the Sefer Torah. This seems to be correct.

When Rebbi was at a Kesivas Sefer Torah in Eretz Yisrael, Rav Elyashiv was insistent on filling
in the Yud, because when it is not filled in, it is a small Ende Mem. This means that the actual
filling in of the Yud makes it a Kosher Sefer Torah. Rebbi always took the Yud, because the
Minhag is to take the first letter of your name.

There is one other point to be made. For D'oiraisos you must be Bar Mitzvah. Obviously, writing
a letter in the Sefer Torah is included in that. We are not Soimech that a 13 year old has Shtei
Sairois. You have to wait until either he is 18 or someone can check for Shtei Sairois. It is a
common error that people allow K'tanim, people who are 13, 14, 15 year olds to fill in letters of
the Sefer Torah and actually they are Pasuling the Sefer Torah. You might say that it should only
be a problem if they fill in a Yud and any other letter is Kosher anyhow. In a Sugya in Gittin, we
learned that D'yoi Al Gabei D'yoi, only the top ink counts. So if someone fills in a letter it comes
out that they must have covered over the outside ink and therefore if it was a person without Shtei
Sairois then there is a P'sul in the Sefer Torah. You will never catch the P'sul later because it looks
perfect. The Pischei Teshuva in Yorei Dei'ah writes in Hilchos Sefer Torah that someone who
doesn't have Shtei Sairois or is not 18 years old should not write in a Sefer Torah.

17:15 wX 32y n02 2210 No--72p T2V DR ,POX 27990 <12 TF2R 7 02 WK L Tp Ty 0°wp oi w
X3 70R-X? R 23 There is a Shittah Mikubetzes on a Gemara in Maseches Kesuvos in the
Second Perek. We have a rule that Melech Shemachol Al K'voidoi Ein K'voidoi Machul. A father,
Talmid Chochom, or Rebbi can be Moichel on their Kavod. Why can't a Melech be Moichel on
his Kavod? It says in 17:15 "Soim Tasim Alecha Melech" It is a double Lashon which is Darshuned
as even if he will Moichel on his Kavod 100 times, you must appoint him as King again. This
P'shat answers a Shverer Rambam.

The Rambam says that if someone is Moired B'Malchus, Yeish Rishus L'Melech L'hargoi, the
King has the option of killing a Moired B'Malchus. The question is, I thought Melech Shemachol
Al K'voidoi Ein K'voidoi Machul? The King should be obligated to kill him?

According to this it is very good. You have a Mitzvah that if the King is Moichel on his Kavod
that you should appoint him as a King again. The King himself can be Moichel on his Kavod which
1s why it is in the King's Rishus to kill someone who is Moired B'malchus.

17:15 B'inyanei Elul. The Drashas Haran explains "Soim Tasim Alecha Melech." What is the
difference if Hashem is a Melech or is not a Melech? The Ran says in Klal Yisrael there are 2
types of Dinim. There is a Din of Beis Din/Sanhedrin that judges according to the letter of the law.
There are rules. If someone steals, he pays Keifel. There is no difference who the person who stole
is. We understand that depending on circumstances the same action might not be considered the
same Aveira, and yet the Oinesh according to the Torah which is the letter of the law is exactly the
same. That is the Din Hasenhedrin.

There is also something called Din Hamelech. The Din Hamelech means that the Melech can take
into account other circumstances in either direction. L'mashul. We find in Nach that Dovid is told
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about a rich man who was too cheap to use his own animals to feed his guests that he stole the
animal from a poor neighbor who had only one sheep and fed it to his guests. Dovid Paskens that
he is Chayuv Misah, even though you normally wouldn't find this as the Oinesh, the Melech has
the power to authorize capital punishment. We find the other way as well that there were people
who were Chayuv Misah, however, Dovid didn't have them executed because they had Zechusim
of helping Klal Yisrael. That is the power of a King to take other things into account.

When it comes to the Aseres Yemei Teshuva, we switch from Melech Oihev Tzedakah Umishpat
to Hamelech Hamishpat. The Sefardim hold like the Bais Yosef who says if you say the regular
Nusach you must repeat Shemoneh Esrei while the Rama says you don't have to repeat. Why is it
important to say Hemelch Hamishpat in the first place?

R'Isaac Scher explains in line with the Drashas Haran. It comes to the Yomim Naraim and the
Mitzvos are put on one side of the scale while the Aveirois are put on the other side and you see
which is more. If that is the whole Din of Rosh Hashanah, it is hard to understand much of the
Davening. We say in Davening, Labris Habeit V'al Teifen Layeitzer. We also say Z'chor Lanu Bris
Avrohom V'akeidas Yitzchok. What in the world does that have to do with the Yamim Naraim?
What does Mitzvos and Aveiros on either side of the scale have to do with the Bris Avrohom or
the Akeidah? Or worse, we say Al Tavoi B'mishpat Imanu Ki Loi Yitzdak L'fanecha Kol Choi.
Isn't that what Rosh Hashana is, the Day of Judgement?

The answer is, we are begging Hashem not to go with the Din of Sanhedrin, who judges according
to the letter of the law, because we can't be Oimed in that type of judgment. We ask for Hamelech
Hamishpat. We ask for the judgment of the King, which takes into account that we are descendents
of Avrohom, Yitzchok, and Ya'akov. It takes into account the difficulty of being in Galus. It takes
into account the circumstances of everything around us that is happening. How does a person
become so to speak the "Friend" of the Melech to be Zoche in Hamelech Hamishpat? You have to
show the Ribboinoi Shel Oilam a connection and a Ahavah. That is why Elul is Ani L'doidi V'doidi
Li. What does that mean? Isn't Elul a time to prepare for judgment? Elul is the time to develop a
closeness to Hashem. That is why we take on Hiddurim during this time like not eating Pas Paltur
during the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah. This is done even though we know we are lacking in many
ways.

Rebbi has people in the Shul who Daven Visikin during this time and Rebbi's family has the Neigel
Vasser by the bed during these 40 days, just as an extra Hiddur to show the closeness to the
Ribboinoi Shel Oilam. That is one of the ways to be Zoiche to Hamelech Hamishpat.

Rebbi once got a moving violation for going the wrong way down a one way street. There had
been no signs, which was given as the reason to the police officer, however, he said to tell it to the
judge. Rebbi mentioned in Shul that he would be going to court. Someone who heard him say this
said what 1s the date of the hearing? When told January 13th, this person advised Rebbi to push
off the case to a different day. When Rebbi told him that he now was going February 10th the
person said that is great. So Rebbi goes into the courtroom and the judge is someone Rebbi knew
very well from the neighborhood. The trepidation that Rebbi had from going to court evaporated
when he saw that he would get a fair hearing. That is Hamelech Hamishpat. To walk into the
courtroom and know you will get a fair hearing. You have to be connected to do that. For that we
have the 40 days beginning today, Rosh Choidesh Elul, to make a connection with the Borei Oilam
and go that extra step.
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This 15 minutes that are taken every Thursday to be Koivei'a for a little bit of learning, will be a
Zchus, because it shows the extra Ahavah and dedication to the Borei Oilam that we should all be
Zoiche in the upcoming Yom Hadin.

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Shoftim 5768

16:19 op>78 2727 7207 ,2%20 1Y MY Wa 23--70% npn-X9) ;0018 930 XY ,uswn nun-Xo v° In the
beginning of the Parsha we find the Issur of taking Shochad (bribery) which is already mentioned
in Parshas Mishpatim. The Chazon Ish in his Sefer Emunah Bitachon has an incredible Chiddush
in Maamor 3 Perek 30 which is not well known.

He says the warning of taking a bribe in not one of the Mishpitai Hatorah, meaning it is not one of
the Dinim that are Mistaver, it is a Chok. What he is talking about is not taking a bribe to judge
unfavorably, however, he is talking about taking a bribe and pledging to judge properly.
Nevertheless, that is called Shochad because as the Posuk says 2°n21 °°y My 70%37 3 the fact is
when someone gives you something you are going to judge on his behalf. He says, Chas V'shalom.
We are not suspect that the judges will impart judgment based on receiving a bribe, however, it is
a Chok.

He brings 2 Rayas. The first is from Dinei Issur V'heter. A poor person is allowed to Pasken if a
piece of meat is Kosher or Treif even though if it is Treif he may not have anything to eat.
Nevertheless there is no Issur for a person to Pasken Dinei Issur V'heter on himself. You see from
here that even though there is Negiyos that there is no Chashad that a Chochom B'yisrael will
change the Din.

The second Raya is from Dinei Mamon, Avid Inish Dinei L'nafshi, a person is permitted to take
the law into his own hands based on his Yediya. Now of course for a Poshite Yid we say to be
careful as you may do things improperly. Nevertheless, the Shulchan Aruch says that someone
who is sure that he is Paskening correctly that Avid Inish Dinei L'nafshi.

The Chazon Ish says that it is a Chok. Ai the Posuk says that %37 3y Mv> 70%3 °2? So the Chazon
Ish says that just like Traifos are Metamtem Es Haleiv, it is a Chok. So the same thing here, it is
in the Metziyos of the world that the Koach of Tumah of taking Shochad can end up making you
Pasken incorrectly. Not because in exchange of the favor he will change the Din, Chalila, but it is
Metamteim the heart and makes a person judge not properly. This is what the Chazon Ish writes.
Avada it is a Chiddush Atzum and the other Sifrei Machshava do not say this way. They say that
a person who accepts bribes has no control over himself and judges based on his own bias.

However, L'mayseh his Raya is a good Raya. Why by Treifos can a person Pasken and by Dinei
Mamon we have Avid Inish Dinei L'nafshi. He brings good Rayas?

Rav Pam said a Vort that would answer the Kasha in Baltimore at the Chanukas Habayis of Ner

Yisrael in the 1960's and he said that after saying this Machshava that Rav Ruderman came over
to him and complimented him very warmly that it was Mechavein Al Ha'emes.
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Rav Pam's Yesod was the following. When Gedolei Yisrael make mistakes, it is not because of a
Zilzul in their Koach Hayosher, but because of the strength of Koach of Hakaras Hatov. He spoke
about Yitzchok, that Yitzchok favored Eisav, (Beraishis 25:28) 7%-3 ,py-n¥ poyx? 2871
192 because Eisav gave Yitzchok food to eat, he liked him. Rav pam said it wasn't because of his
weakness in judging, it was because of his tremendous sense of Hakaras Hatov. Meaning Yitzchok
Avinu's Hakaras Hatov was so great that he couldn't see something wrong with Eisav.

The same thing he explained about Shoichad. Why is Shoichad a problem? Because if a person
has Hakaras Hatov for someone he can't help it but to feel favorably towards that person. Rav Pam
brought a Raya from a Gemara in Maseches Kesubos 105b (24 lines from the top) (3> m»w) 2"n
MW SNT °2°7 PN RY YX2 2200 X277 MOK 221 0727 TMW 120K ROKR 1102 T 1217 7o 1R [P0 RY 7mw
D PR RIT Y MR T N7V ORD 9 MR TP 2970 K123 KT RNR XO212 02V N0 9RIMWT R 0D 00727
TNTO2Y ORN 2R HPW RI23 RITT RO TWOIR RDTA IO RIPT PRT RPY 2900 707 IHR KIPTH 72 X190 0"
RI°72 T2 19909 777 WK °2 1K X317 "R Shmuel was crossing a bridge and someone gave him a hand
and Shmuel said that I can't be the judge in your case. In the next incident someone blew a feather
off of Ameimar's head and Ameimar said he can't judge his case because of Shochad. Rav Pam
said do you think that Shmuel and Ameimar would be influenced by these incidents, this is not
Shochad? The Shulchan Aruch doesn't say that if you blow a feather off of someone's head that it
is considered Shochad?

It is the Gadlus of Shmuel and Ameimar in that they were such Makirei Tov that when someone
did Tov to them they would always see things in their favor. That is the Pshat in "1y 733> 70%7 3
2°»217. The more Chochom he is, the more Hakaras Hatov he feels.

This answers the Chazon Ish's question of that a person may Pasken Dinei Issur V'heter by himself.
The Chazon Ish is right. Of course for money a person will not be Mekalkeil Es Hadin and he will
judge properly, however, when it comes to Shochad it is different in that he has the feeling of
Hakaras Hadin. From that strength of feeling of Hakaras Hatov by the Chochom that will be
Mekalkeil and will answer the second Kasha of Avid Inish Dinei L'nafshi, a person is allowed to
Pasken for himself and we are not afraid that he will be Mekalkeil, but it is not a Stira to the fact
that there i1s this Chashash by Shochad. This is the tremendous Yesod of the appreciation and
Gadlus a person has to have of Hakaras Hatov.

16:18 PT3-0BYN ,DYF-NY WHYY ;PVIV? ,77 I TPOR N7 WK, TWY-223 77-100 .00 0ws 1> The
first Posuk of theParsha the Rambam and Chinuch count it as one Mitzvah. In Sefer Hamitzvos
176. This is a Stirah to the Klolim of the Sefer Hamitzvos. One of the Klolim of the Sefer
Hamitzvos is that if there are 2 Mitzvos in one Posuk, they still count it as 2 Mitzvos. For example
in Bamidbar 28:4 027y 12 Ayn o 0220 nX) 99322 Apyn LIo8 w220-n% 7 the Tamid Shel
Shacharis and a Tamid in the evening. It is 2 Mitzvos as counted by the Rambam even though it
is found in one Posuk. Why is Shoftim V'Shotrim counted as one Mitzvah?

The Maram Shik in his Sefer Hamitzvos (491) answers based on a Pesikta, on a Braissa. The
Braissa as is brought by the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh is, if there are no Shotrim then there are no
Shoftim, meaning if there is no one to enforce the judgment it is as if there was no judgment at all.
The Mitzvah is Shoftim V'shotrim, both together. Shoftim without Shotrim is useless and is not
the Mitzvah D'oraissa.
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The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh adds that today if you have someone who will be Mekabail on himself
the judgment even though there are no Shotrim, for them Shoftim is a Mitzvah D'oiraissa. The
Shofeit is the Shoteir. The Shofeit makes it that there is a judgment that is listened to.

In the Kuntras Chachmei Leiv from Rav Weinfeld he brings a thought. The way we understand it
is, that if you make rules in a Yeshiva and there is no Mashgiach to enforce the rules then it is as
if there are no rules. It is just a waste of time. This is most probably a true Pshat.

So Rav Weinfeld adds that a Shofeit will Pasken one way when he knows that his judgment will
be enforced because he knows that the judgment is coming from a measure of strength. When he
comes from a position of weakness and he knows that it is Talui in their Ratzon, he will Mimeila
look at the Din in a different way, from a position of weakness. So it is that when the judge knows
that his judgment will be enforced that he will look at the Din in a different way, from a position
of strength.

There is a well known Vort on the Parsha from the Shla and the Darash Moshe, that Shoftim
V'Shotrim goes on a person on his own body and on his own mind. A person has to be careful to
have a Seichel Hayashar when he is Dan himself, to be careful to do things properly and wherever
you go judge what you are doing.

According to this there is a tremendous insight. If a person thinks about what is right he can come
to a good conclusion. When a person is not committed to do what is right then his Paskening is
going to be Mikulkal. The way he looks at himself is Mikulkal, it is like a judge whose judgment
he is not sure if it is going to be followed. It is a Kilkul in the entire action and Mayseh that has to
take place.

Rebbi said over a Mayseh of someone he knows who had a grandparent or great grandparent who
came from Europe between the two world wars. His boat docked in NY and it was Erev Shabbos.
He had money which he had brought from Europe and didn't know what he would do with it over
Shabbos as he didn't have a place to stay. He found a Rav who he figured would be trustworthy to
hold for him until after Shabbos. This Rav was an American Rabbi who was obviously not
trustworthy. So he went over to the Rav after Shabbos and asked for his money back and the Rav
said what money? So the person went berserk, what do you mean, I gave you money! The Rav
was very firm with him, you are an immigrant and you are accusing a Rabbi of being a thief? Get
out of here! So the person left and was very scared. Fortunately this person had a relative who was
a strong person who was described as a butcher. So the butcher and this man went back to the
Rabbi and the butcher bent over the Rabbi's desk and said Rabbi, give my friend the money and
when he saw that the Rabbi was hesitating, he grabbed him by the collar and said GIVE HIM THE
MONEY'! So the Rabbi said of course I will give him the money why didn't he just ask for it and
he took out the money and gave it to him. So this person was Tzebruchen. You call yourself a
Rabbi? So the Rabbi said the Gemara says that Yidden if they are Tovai'a they give. You weren't
Tovai'a, you came in like a Lemechel, and so I pushed you off. This butcher, he knows how to be
a Tovai'a, so I gave.

Rebbi mentioned this story in order that people should be Shoftim and Shotrim with themselves.

Be Tovai'a on yourself. Elul which in America doesn't mean all that much, however, it still is a
time of preparation for Rosh Hashono. Be Tovai'a on yourself and then you will see results.
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